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we headed north of valle nacio-
nal to the village of Cerro Mirador, 
where we explained our mission in 
front of a town meeting. Over the 
next several days we were shown 
five caves in this area, at up to 1000 
meters elevation. two of them, te 
Muchihuan and Cueva de la Par-
celawere, were close to the village, 
while the other three were several 
kilometers away. Our guides led 
Jason, Joe, and me through coffee 
plantations, which gradually gave 
way to undisturbed forest, where 
tree ferns put up fiddleheads the size 
of your fist. The first cave we were 

shown was Cueva de la Montaña, 
consisting of a slope down into a 
single room. the second was a small 
hole in a vegetable plot in a clear-cut 
in the forest, but we did not enter 
this one. the third was the largest; 
we named it te Cimutaa (Millipede 
Cave in the Chinanteco language). 
it has a small entrance that opens 
into a sloping passage. we passed 
through three stone barriers left by 
ancient peoples, long since breached. 
these are impressive constructions, 
with large lintel stones placed over 
the doorways. Beyond, the passage 
enlarged to walking size, still sloping 

steeply down. A few human bones 
were scattered about, likely buri-
als related to the walling off of the 
cave. After about 100 meters, we 
were stopped by a drop for which 
we had no gear. Some days later 
vickie, Paul, and Jason returned to 
push this, finding the skeleton of a 
child and other remains below. Paul 
also found a cave-adapted scorpion 
swimming in water. this is being 
described in Oscar Francke’s lab at 
UnAM as the second member of 
the genus Alacran, co-gener to the 
amphibious scorpion found in the 
caves of Huautla. the depth of te 


