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Maya lowlands were drier during the 
Pleistocene, which should also have 
been expressed by an increase in the 
δ18O of speleothem calcite owing to 
an increase in the δ18O of rainfall 
(i.e., the amount effect). During the 
glacial period, the abundance of dry-
adapted C4 vegetation was greater 
than today and transitioned to an 
increased abundance of C3 vegetation 
at the start of the moister Holocene. 
the decrease in the carbon isotopic 
values across the P/H boundary is 
consistent with such a vegetation 
shift above the caves. Other current 
work includes a detailed investiga-
tion correlating rainwater and cave 
drip water δ18O ratios to precipitation 
amount in the Yucatan Peninsula. 

Source: Abstracts for the geology 
and geography session at the 2008 
nSS Convention.

now i live in Yokdzonot. Yokd-
zonot’s ecotourism committee has a 
big cenote, or water-filled sinkhole, 
with a nice restaurant beside it, and 
wants more visitors. like Sabacché, 
the folks are Maya and speak Mayan 
in their homes, but the educational 
level and standard of living in Yok-
dzonot are much more developed 
than in Sabacché, and the community 
has a completely different feeling. 
For one thing, being farther east, 
the climate is rainier here, so conse-
quently the forest stands nearly as 
tall as a typical woods in the eastern 
US. tree branches bear many more 
epiphytes, particularly bromeliads, 
than trees in arid Sabacché.

Yokdzonot, the word, means above 
the cenote. You can see the cenote 
in dzonot in Yokdzonot, so you can 
figure out that in Mayan yok means 
above. the town is located on the 
old highway between Mérida and 
Cancún. A four-lane toll road now 
connects the towns, but much traffic 
continues on the old road, because 
in Mexico toll roads are much more 
expensive than up north, even when 
they’re potholed. My first guess at 
the town’s population was about 
50, but, knowing how lots of people 
pack themselves into Mexican house-
holds, i decided it would be around 
300. when i asked, it turned out to 
be ±850.

early wednesday morning, when 
I first approached Yokdzonot’s main 


