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received more than two hundred 
stings, resulting in exhaustion, vom-
iting, and diarrhea. One managed to 
return to the nearest town for first 
aid in a rural clinic. the other two 
were ill in the cave, from which they 
were able to emerge after dark. All 
are alive and well and still caving in 
veracruz. Source: January 10, 2009, 
post to iztaxochitla e-mail list by 
Guillermo “Memo” Gassós.

in early January 2009, farmer 
Pablo lara lópez, 70, was killed by 
an attack by bees while serving as a 
guide to Cueva Pintada, near Paso 
Panal, Mpo. Paso de Ovejas. Source: 
http://www.notiver.com.mx/index 
.php?news=13946. (it might be a 
good idea to review the advice about 
bees in the miscellaneous section of 
“Mexico news” in AMCS Activities 
Newsletter 31.)

Mexican cavers have explored 
El Boquerón del Río Jamapa (also 
known as El Boquerón de La Pal-
ma), veracruz. this very wet cave 
swallows the río Jamapa, which 
originates from the glacier on the 
northern flank of Orizaba and ul-
timately flows into the gulf at the 
city of veracruz. the unenterable 
resurgence is 20 kilometers away and 
400 meters lower, but the insurgence 
cave sumped after 230 meters of pas-
sage, all of which had to be rigged 
with ropes because of the swift and 
deep water. Source: article by Chris 
lloyd in Canadian Caver 70, pages 
16–23, spring 2009. 

Members of the club CeMAC ve-
racruz have explored the lava cave 
Tenampa, formed in the naolinco 
lava field. The length of the cave 
is 1153 meters and the depth is 69 
meters. A notable feature in the cave 
is a lava stalagmite they named los 
Hermanos that is almost 5 meters 
tall. Source: e-mail from Guillermo 
Gassós, translated by laura rosales. 
there is a slide show on the cave 
at http://www.espeleoveracru 
zano.com/album/displayimage 
.php?album=74&pid=501&slide 
show=5000, and further informa-
tion on the group’s Jilotepec project 
can be found at http://www.oztotl 
.com/ps/reports/Jilotepec.pdf or 
http://espeleojarocho.blogspot 
.com/2007/07/proyecto-vulcano 
-espeleolgico-jilotepec.html.

Cueva de la Orquídea (Orchid), 
Xalapa, was developed briefly for 
tourists in 1996, but the organiza-
tion involved no longer exists. the 
cave is a lava tube developed in a 
30,000-year-old flow from Cerro 
Macuiltépetl. trustees of the Parque 
ecológico Macuiltépetl (http://
macuiltepec.org) hope to restore 
and reopen the cave, and they have 
been encouraged by the response of 
the state governor and the alcalde of 
Xalapa. Help and advice from cavers 
is requested by those preparing the 
proposal. Source: Sergio Humberto 
Águilar rodríquez (aguilar.sergio@
gmail.com).

YUCAtÁn
Portal to mythical Maya un-

derworld found in Mexico, by 
Miguel Angel Gutierrez, August 
14, 2008—

Mexican archeologists have dis-
covered a maze of stone temples 
in underground caves, some sub-
merged in water and containing 
human bones, that ancient Maya 
believed was a portal where dead 
souls entered the underworld.
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