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the articles date from 1997–2003. 
See http://www.dir-mexico.com/
articles.htm.

One of the 2008 winners of a 
$50,000 rolex Award for excel-
lence is Arturo González, whose 
multi-disciplinary team has been 
examining human skeletons found 
in underwater caves. Source: Descent 
206, February-March 2009, p. 8.

SAn lUiS POtOSí
the Mexican-norwegian Golon-

drinas 2009 expedition was a joint 
trip between the Asociación Potosina 
de Montañismo y espeleología, 
seven norwegian cavers (from the 
Troglodytt club and unaffiliated), 
two people from Sociedad Mexi-
cana de exploraciones Subterráneas 
(SMeS) in Mexico City, and me 
from new Mexico. it was Stein-erik 
lauritzen’s idea to go to Sótano 
de Golondrinas to make a liDAr 
scan and a 360-degree panorama 
photograph of it. the main purpose 
of this photograph was to provide 
more information about its origin 
and help to guide further research 
in collaboration with different Mexi-
can institutions. Of course such a 
picture should also be of enormous 
value in sharing the experience of 
descending Golondrinas with the 
numerous visitors who are already 
attracted to the site. this image will 
also help the local and state authori-
ties to publicize and preserve the 
natural Protected Area in which the 
pit is located. the other participants 
were: Miguel Blanco, Cyntia Chin-
chilla, Yazmín Ávila, Jorge landeros, 
Salvador González Murillo, Sergio 
Sánchez-Armass, luis Manuel lópez 
romero, eleazar, Homero, roberto 
legaspi, ivan Soberón Azuara, Clau-
dia Arriaga, ricardo Peralta, Hugo, 
Daniel ibarguengoitia, Alfredo Silva, 
enrique Mancera, and Osvaldo 
Alvarado from APMe; Stein-erik 
lauritzen, walter wheeler, tim 
redfield, Oyvind Hammer, Ken-
neth Mjelle, Simon de villiers, and 
Hallgeir revhaug from norway; and 
ruth Diamant and vicente loreto 
from SMeS.

we were not aware of legislation 
approved in 2008, by which we 
needed to notify the Secretaría de 
ecología y Gestión Ambiental to do 

the photographic work we planned 
to do on the pit. the SeGAM per-
son responsible of the area kindly 
told us the procedure to follow to 
obtain the permit. So we drove to 
Aquismón, the closest town with 
internet and fax services, and fol-
lowed the instructions. For further 
information, see Chapter iv, page 39, 
in the regulations that can be down-
loaded, by going to www.segam.gob 
.mx/main.html, selecting “ley de 
transparencia” at the left, selecting 
“leyes y reglamentos” in the block 
of choices partway down the page, 
and, after the submenus below load, 
expanding “leyes y reglamentos,” 
then “reglamentos,” and selecting 
the PDF “reglamento de la ley 
General del equilibrio ecológico y 
la Protección al Ambiente en Materia 
de Áreas naturales Protegidas”; the 
direct link to get this contains about 
three hundred characters.

After waiting for a little bit, we 
were authorized to proceed, and 
off we went to take the picture we 
wanted. Following the local rules, the 
ropes were lowered in the morning 
after we got permission from the 
Unión de Guadalupe local authori-
ties and raised when they told us 
to. these rules are intended to keep 
the pit free of any obstruction to the 
birds. the timing cannot be stated ex-
actly, because the birds decide when 
to enter or leave the pit depending 

tABASCO
As part of my PhD research, in 

2007 i looked for caves with H2S-
rich springs besides Villa Luz (a.k.a. 
Cueva de las Sardinas) and Luna 
Azufre. 

Cueva Biólogo 60-90 is a tiny cave 
located in the villa luz Park. the 
water in it has a brackish composi-
tion, but no H2S, at least when we 
visited it. 

Carlos Mario esquivel González, a 
guide at Grutas de Cocona, and Gil-
berto Aguilar took me to the farthest 
east mogote from the Cocona range. 
Despite my skeptical attitude, we 
arrived to a small cave entrance with 
white water and the characteristic 
H2S smell. not having a gas monitor, 
we decided to wait before entering. 
nevertheless, while looking for other 
possible entrances, a big rock almost 
fell on Gilberto. this gave the name 
to Cueva El Susto. the name was 
reinforced when i visited the cave 
again, accompanied with louise 
Hose, Sharmishtha Dattagupta, and 
Dan Jones. After Dan and i tried to 
squeeze through a crawl with water 
and grey mud, the H2S concentration 
went up to 140 ppm, probably from 
our stirring up the mud. the explora-
tion of the cave was stopped again. 
the third time we went, we got the 
surprise of finding the cave stream 
dry. Probably due to the dry season 

on the weather. 
the excellent coordina-

tion and preparation by 
Miguel Blanco and the other 
members from APMe made 
it possible for most of us to 
go down the pit. Cyntia’s 
and her helpers’ excellent 
culinary abilities made it 
possible to eat enchiladas 
potosinas, hamburgers, or 
other great dishes after 
climbing out from the pit. 
Overall it was a great ex-
perience: an impressive 
pit, good friends, and the 
plus of good food. we look 
forward to the next trip.

Source: laura rosales-
lagarde.

See also abstracts about 
the cave fish Astyanax mexi-
canus under tamaulipas.


