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it was blowing significant amounts 
of air gave hope, but no connection 
was made, as the cave ended in 
breakdown and tight fissures at –228 
meters, with 703 meters surveyed.

As several leads had been left in 
Cueva del vigésimo, a return was 
in order. Unfortunately, all leads 
ended just meters from where we 
had left them. luckily, a new en-
trance was discovered far from the 
existing one, with over 2 kilome-
ters of passages to the connection, 
mostly in a sub-horizontal passage 
parallel to and immediately above 
the already known fossil passages 
surveyed the year before. Only some 
50 vertical meters separate the two 
major trunks. Cueva del vigésimo 
is now 6,137 meters long and 333 
meters deep.

the April 2009 Mexpé trip was 
focused almost entirely on finishing 
the exploration of tres Quimeras, 
which had remained untouched the 
previous year. it had been left, two 
years previously, with a huge, going, 
active passage. in order to make safe 
passage through the rotten-rock sec-
tions, 20-centimeter rods were glued 
in as anchors, which proved to be 
very effective. Once the previously 
explored section had been rigged, 
exploration began. trips into the 
cave increased rapidly in duration, 
and after a few days it was decided 
that bivouacs were the way to go. 
trips would go in to the extent of 
previously explored passage, rig 
and survey as much as possible that 
day, and return to one of the few 
flat areas to sleep. The teams would 
wake up late the next day and leave 
the cave.

in parallel with this, the presumed 
resurgence was visited, and the rock 
face was climbed to enter the gaping 
entrance some 15 meters above. After 
two climbing trips and one survey 
trip, the resurgence team ran into a 
flag left some twelve hours before by 
a push team coming from above. the 
connection gave a 786-meter depth to 
the cave. A few days later, an upper 
entrance was explored, yielding a 
connection and a new depth of 815 
meters and a total length is 5,212 
meters. tres Quimeras is now the 
second deepest traverse in Mexico.

On the final days of the expedition, 
Sótano del Centro was descended. 


