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were rigged, and the body reached 
the surface at 4:20 p.m., followed by 
the remaining people. Source: NSS 
News (American Caving Accidents), 
March 2008.

in January 2003, cavers toured 
the large pits in the Aquismón area. 
they mapped a small cave located 
in the cliff surrounding Sótano de 
la Puente, Cuevacita Blanquita de 
la Puente, which has 22 meters of 
passage. Source: article by Gordon 
Birkhimer in Speleo Digest 2003, pp. 
380–381.

During the texas Speleological 
Association’s spring convention in 
April 2008, the texas Cave Manage-
ment Association held an auction 
to raise money to pay for the cave 
preserve that contains Punkin and 
Deep Caves in edwards County, 
texas. vertical gear that was used 
by TR Evans in the first descent of 
Sótano de las Golondrinas in 1967 
sold for $320. 

A note on current access to Hoya 
de las Guaguas: we headed from 
the highway to the village of San 
isidro. the road is paved all the way, 
and it took only fifteen minutes. The 
road continues on to tampaxal and 

tamapatz. in San isidro, we parked 
in front of a building beside the road 
and visited a house to pay our visi-
tor’s fees. the charge was 35 pesos 
each to rappel and only 10 pesos 
just to look. A guide took us back to 
the pit to show us where to rig our 
ropes. it was a very nice trail, with 
stone steps and plenty of trash cans 
there is a concrete viewing platform 
set back about 10 meters from the 
lip on the lower side of the pit. the 
day we did the pit, we saw perhaps 
fifty or sixty other visitors to view 
the pit. Sources: trip report posted to 
tagnet e-mail list by Cody Planteen; 
Andy Zellner.

notes on a recent visit to Sótano 
de las Golondrinas: the road to 
Golondrinas is partly paved, but 
quickly turns into a dirt road that 
you wouldn’t want to take your car 
up. we did see a new Honda Fit in 
the parking area, but its oil pan was 
leaking from the ordeal. there were 
a ton of people there, over 300. there 
must have been fifty or sixty cars. 
there was a solid line of people all 
the way from the bend in the road 
to the pit, grandmas, moms with 
misbehaving kids, even a guy with 
a broken leg hobbling up the trail 
on crutches. It was definitely more 

than the locals had ever had to deal 
with before, and they seemed almost 
as surprised as we did. we attribute 
the crowd to the fact that it was Se-
mana Santa, easter week. there were 
extra policemen in Aquismón just 
to deal with the traffic. There were 
even vendors selling Golondrinas 
trinkets. we paid our 10 pesos to 
enter the pit area.

the local people are trying very 
hard to accommodate all the visi-
tors, but it’s just too much. there 
is nowhere to park so many cars 
on that single-lane, bumpy jeep-
trail. Golondrinas how has its own 
ranger/security staff of about a 
dozen people, and to their credit 
they are truly attempting to keep 
the pit and surrounding land as it 
always was. You won’t see a single 
piece of trash, on the surface or at the 
bottom of the pit. they are installing 
pit toilets and walkways. it’s just a 
matter of time before there is a large 
viewing platform at the top of the 
pit for bird-watching.

there are also at least eight local 
cavers who live in the area, and they 
have all done Golondrinas many 
times. One guy says he’s done it 
fourteen times now. they have their 
own equipment and are very familiar 
with vertical-caving techniques.

A local man named Orlando told 
us he lived in a town above the pit, 
la Unión de Guadalupe, and that 
they had a spot where we could 
camp. we gave him a ride up to 
town, and we camped across from a 
store in an empty lot (or farmyard, as 
there were a lot of pigs and chickens 
in it). we hired three people to help 
carry and haul the ropes the next 
day. the town wants to see more 
visitors. So many people go up to 
see the pit, but they don’t go the 
little extra distance to la Union. 
the town doesn’t get any of the 
fee money from Golondrinas. they 
are working on a hotel next to our 
camp field. Everyone in town was 
very friendly.

we got up early the next morn-
ing and prepared our two 1200-foot 
ropes in two bags each. Our three 
helpers and i carried the ropes to 
the pit. i consider myself a decently 
fast hiker, but i was running to keep 
up with them. we paid our fee of 35 


