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of the desert below, where in the distance
we could see the trucks glimmering in
the morning sun. Philip and Jason got
up first (of course) and rigged down the

Susan, Charley, and Kathleen
prepare for the hike. Peter
Sprouse.

first drop, then came back up to await
us. It seemed to be a tectonic cave,
which was discouraging. The wind
was as strong as before and made

entry quite dusty. The first drop was 13
meters into a linear crack. To the west
it went about 20 meters, and Kathleen
collected an amblypygid off the wall, a
possibly new species. To the east it went
the same distance, where Charley found
a scorpion and a pseudoscorpion, likely
new as well. A short second drop led to
a crawl that soon pinched, despite air-
flow that seemed to come from every-
where. While we were in the cave,
Mauricio Pérezgomez and Isidro
Juárez, more cavers from Saltillo, ar-
rived. We wrapped up the survey and
hiked down to tour Cueva del Guano.
It is located on the east flank of Cañón
Verde, not far inside the mouth of the
canyon. We shot a bunch of pictures in
the spectacular lower formation room,
known as the Pollenturtotem Room.
Rune treated us to a great spaghetti and
salad dinner, and we watched the slides
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