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where the stream sinks. Above, you
continue up a steep slope for about 15
meters in passage that extends 40
meters to also end in a sump.

SAN CRISTÓBAL AREA

Sima Rancho Martínez

Location: Pozo Colorado, Mpo. San
Cristóbal de las Casas, Chiapas.
Elev. about 1600 m. Acala quad
(E15D61).

Exploration and survey: Circolo
Speleologico Romano, March 2001.

Size: depth 123 m.
Directions: Follow the road to Laguna
Grande. The pit is about 1 kilometer
past the village of Pozo Colorado.

Description: A small rivulet flows into
this wide pit. You tie the rope to a tree
that leans over the pit. There are ledges
at –20 and –40 meters, and then a 30-
meter free drop to the bottom. You land
in a large room partly floored by de-
bris and partly by formations. Part of
the water that falls from the entrance
forms another small stream, which
flows about 1 liter per second. You can
climb downward another 40 meters to
some restrictions filled with mud where
the water disappears. At the low point,
there is much mud that would make
further exploration difficult.

The description of this pit is very
similar to Spaceman’s Pit explored by
the British in 1983. It is located in the
same area, but the only location coor-
dinate given for it is an elevation of a
bit over 1800 meters. [The Brits’ brief
description of that cave and their map
can be found in AMCS Activities News-
letter 18, page 55.]

Grotta sulla Strada per Laguna Grande

Location: Mpo. San Cristóbal de las
Casas, Chiapas. San Cristóbal de las
Casas quad (E15D62).

Exploration and survey: Circolo
Speleologico Romano, 3 March
2001.

Size: length 30 m, depth 20 m.
Directions: The cave opens under a big
rock about an hour’s walk up toward
highway 190 from Laguna Grande.

Description: The entrance is about 3
meters high and 4 meters wide and leads
immediately to a steep slope in huge

breakdown blocks that ends after
20 meters in a small room. In the
middle of the slope on the left is
another branch, 2 by 0.5 meters,
that is even steeper. It leads about
10 meters to a larger room well
decorated with stalactites and
containing a small altar with sev-
eral votive offerings.

Cueva del Pobrerito

Location: Francisco Villa, Mpo.
San Lucas, Chiapas. 92°40
39W, 16°37 21N, elev.
1420 m.Acala quad (E15D61).

Exploration: Circolo Speleolo-
gico Romano, 9 March 2001.

Size: length 8 m, depth 4 m.

Description: A small hole that
opens between rocks and de-
scends with a helical trend.

Cuevas Exploradas en Chiapas por el Circolo Speleologico
Romano en 1996 y 1998-2001

Ubicaciones, descripciones y mapas de cuevas en la zona norte
de Chiapas exploradas por un grupo de espeleólogos italianos.
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