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as a wide passage trending downward.
The central part, for a length of about
50 meters, is level and more than 20
meters wide. Then the passage becomes
narrower and steeper, ending at a depth
of 80 meters in a very nice room full of
formations. Unlike Cotorras, this cave
is marked by vast collapses, especially
in the first part.

Sumidero de Tres Amates

Location: Mpo. Ocozocoautla, Chia-
pas. 93°2553W, 16°5302N,
elev. 980 m. Ocozocoautla quad
(E15C58).

Exploration and survey: Circolo
Speleologico Romano, 7–8 April
1999.

Size: length 600 m, depth approxi-
mately 25 m.

Description: This is an active stream
cave with two parallel branches aligned
NE-SW. From the entrance, you go
downward to the southeast through a
passage cluttered with breakdown
blocks. After 40 meters, at a room, you
come to an intersection with a slightly
higher passage that extends upstream
(Ramo Secco) and downstream (Ramo
Van Nelle). Continuing ahead to the
southeast, you follow the active branch,
the Ramo Principale, which slowly
swings around to the southwest. In the
first part of the active branch, the wa-
ter flows invisibly at a lower level. It
comes in from a spring on the left of
the passage about 100 meters beyond
the junction room. We noticed other
tributaries along the way. There are only
poor formations, but mud deposits are
abundant. The survey of this passage

was stopped at a drop of a few meters,
after 260 meters.

The upper level is only 1.5 meters
above the active passage. Both direc-
tions are very low and wide, with floors
entirely covered with mud that is more
or less dry and compact; only the final
section of the Ramo Van Nelle has some
furrows from flowing water and some
puddles. This downstream survey was
stopped for lack of time, but the pas-
sage appears to continue with the same
characteristics. There is no airflow.

A small crawlway connects the two
branches, but it is blocked by forma-
tions.

99


