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with extensive formations and flow-
stone-covered walls. As in the other
fossil passage, you will discover vari-
ous traces of the ancient visitors to the
cave. This branch extends 400 meters.

On downstream in the main passage,
the size is a little smaller, but there are
still wide flowstones on the walls. Af-
ter another 150 meters you come to a
T. To the left, the water runs in a uni-
form passage 2.5 meters wide and 2
meters high that ends after 80 meters at
a sump. To the right is a room with
breakdown on the floor and formations
on the wall. Here is the other natural
entrance to the system, the sotanito.

The cave is large all the way through,
and the height increases to two or three
levels where passages exist at the ceil-
ing. These higher levels are characterized
by the presence of many formations in
a senile state. The lower level, subject
to the flow of the stream, is often filled
mainly with muddy sediments. In April,
the water depth oscillates between 0.2
meters and 1.5 to 2 meters, but at many
places there are signs of flooding to 1.5
to 2 meters close to the upstream en-
trance and 3 to 4 meters close to the
downstream end, which shows that a
large amount of water flows through the
system in the rainy season. This is also
shown by many tight meanders and
scallops on the walls that indicate a fast
current.

The small sotanito exit was probably
once the exit of the river, which now
goes into the sump in the other branch
and passes under the sotanito.

Archaeological observation: A
metate is a rectangular stone, slightly
concave, which is placed on three sup-
ports so that it is slightly inclined. It
serves to grind maize or other seeds
when used with another stone, of cy-
lindrical shape, called a mano or
metlapil. The presence of a metate in
the cave, along with earthenware, ar-
row points, and other elements, indi-
cates unmistakably that the cave was
used in the past as a shelter. This is also
shown by the many walls of dry stone
or mud-cemented pieces of formations
that isolate small rooms from the rest
of the cave. Those places were prob-
ably used for burials, as indicated by
the many human bones found in flow-
stone.

The entrance to Cueva de
Triconiscide. A. Pedicone Cioffi.
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