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was short but sweet. The former is a
researcher at the Geology Institute of
UNAM and the latter a UNAM chem-
istry student. After spending some time
at Cueva de Villa Luz with Laura, the
two accompanied her to Cueva de Ar-
royo Azul, which was surveyed by the
Project in 1999 (see AMCS Activities
Newsletter 28, pp. 39, 44) and is located
within shouting distance of Cueva Sa-
fari. The three took some stalagmite
samples and photographs that could
yield considerable information, includ-
ing the rate of speleothem growth, the
origin of an unusual iron oxide crust,
and the verification of the presence of
gypsum, aragonite, and moonmilk. This
collaboration should prove beneficial
both to Laura’s graduate work and to
the project by increasing scientific
knowledge about Tabasco.

Our work with Eladio Terreros
Espinosa and his student Paris Ferrand
did much to increase our understand-
ing of Tabasco. Eladio is a professor-

researcher at Museo del Templo Mayor
in Mexico City. After completing an
undergraduate thesis on the archaeol-
ogy of Tabasco caves, Eladio has con-
tinued to amass information on Tabasco
cave archaeology for a master’s degree
from UNAM. Given his extensive
knowledge of Tabasco caves (beginning
in 1987), we decided to spend some
time together, sharing relevant informa-
tion and mapping caves with known
archaeological merit. We introduced
him to Cueva del Polvorín, documented
in 2005 (see AMCS Activities Newslet-
ter 28, pages 40–41, 47), and Cueva
Safari, and he in turn shared Cueva
Cuncubac, Cueva Cerro Mico, Cueva
San Antonio, and a freshwater spring.
We taught both Eladio and Paris the
basics of cave surveying, and they
generously assisted in our surveys of
Safari, Cuncubac, Cerro Mico, and San
Antonio. It is our hope that our finished
maps will prove helpful to Eladio in
future publications.

Located near Cerro Blanco Quinta,
Cueva Cuncubac is, in the words

of Seth Spoelman, a “small but sport-
ing cave.” Though short in length, this
cave features both a low-air-space sec-
tion and a challenging climb. As Paris’s
first (and kneepad-less) foray into cav-
ing, the group was quite impressed by
his willingness to tackle both of these
obstacles. The cave entrance is located
at the base of a hill and features a stream
that seems to receive its water from a
sinkhole above. After leaving the cave,
the stream collects momentarily in a
pool filled with freshwater snails; our
guides took home sacks full of these
little creatures and insisted they were
delicious in salsa verde. Cuncubac re-
quires one to get wet.Thoughthe entrance
is not particularly low, the initial stoop
soon becomes a crawl through the
stream and then a belly crawl and ear-
dip in the lowest and tightest spot. The
water is also quite cold and produces a
constant roar as it passes through the
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