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westernmost point they reached by
kayak, it was about 540 meters of diffi-
cult walking to the Gem Cenotes. One
corner point on the reserve boundary
was located and its position recorded.
The three remaining cenotes in the Gem
group were free-dived and assessed.
Only one has cave-diving potential,
where a massive crack was observed in
the floor that had a large cave passage
leading from it. A dive team needs to
check that passage, which appears
aligned with passages in Entrada
Caapechen, to see whether a base-camp
project there is needed. Marine fish
were seen in the apparently landlocked
cenotes.

April 8, 2006. Fred Devos and
Christophe Le Maillot added another
430 meters, the Paso del Sur Line, to
the west-southwest, taking the end of
the line to 2500 meters from the en-
trance. Their route was a well-defined
tunnel, typically 12 meters wide and 4
meters high, with substantial flow follow-
ing a big crack in the ceiling. Beyond
the end of the line, the cave continues
big toward the southwest, with good
flow. Safety tanks will have to be placed
at 2000 meters penetration because of
the lack of entrances along the route.
Per Thomsen and Alex Álvarez spent
150 minutes on a scouting dive in the

first part of the cave. About 800 meters
in, there’s a mangrove ceiling that could
have been an entrance in the past. There
is going cave from there to the south-
east.

May 9, 2006, surface work. Sam
Meacham, Mario Rebolledo-Vieyra,
Robert Schmittner, and Jack Sherman
went to the northern boundary area to
investigate two open-water areas south
of the Chunyaxché–Boca Paila canal
and a raised area known of Cayo
Venado. They went by boat from Muyil
and then by foot, following overgrown
canals all the way. The first area of open
water is fed by a small canal and had a
maximum depth of about 2 meters, but,
despite appearing promising from the
surface, it had no cave entrance. The
second area turned out to be a dense
stand of mangrove with standing water
around the edges. Crossing the savanna
to Cayo Venado was difficult due to
dense, boggy areas, but once it is
reached, the vegetation changes, due to
the exposed rock that makes up the rise.

May 16, 2006. There was a north
wind, but a strong flow at the entrance
to Caapechen. Fred Devos and Chris-
tophe Le Maillot dove to place safety
tanks at distances of 1200 and 2000
meters into the cave. Joined by Daniel
Riordan for a second dive, they shot

photos and video near the entrance. No
new exploration was done.

May 17, 2006. In a 250-minute dive
at an average depth of 18 meters, Fred
Devos and Christophe Le Maillot added
335 meters of Madre Line going south-
west from the previous end of explora-
tion at the end of the Paso del Sur Line
in bedding-plane passage 2 to 10 meters
wide and 2 to 6 meters high. They fol-
lowed the flow to a large, decorated
room, then tried to continue past the
room to the southwest, but the cave
ended at a dome rich in fragile speleo-
thems. The end of the line is now at
2857 meters penetration. There is still
a good lead to the north-northwest near
the end of the Madre Line. A second
dive, by Devos, Maillot, and Franco
Attolini, checked several leads near the
entrance, with no luck.

May 18, 2006. Fred Devos and
Christophe Le Maillot dove for 280
minutes, using four stage tanks and two
scooters each. They laid 174 meters of
Hook Line going northeast and then
south from a point on the Paso del Sur
Line. The passage is relatively small,
only 2 meters wide and 3 high, in salt-
water with a maximum depth of 22
meters. At the end of that line, the pas-
sage is tight, with no visibility. They
also had a frustrating time checking
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