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The sketch map of Gruta de Xta-
cumbilxunam, based on a survey by
French cavers, is reprinted from
Spelunka 98 (see also under Quintana
Roo). This cave was famously describ-
ed by Stephens in his 1843 Incidents of
Travel in Yucutan and perhaps even
more famously illustrated by Frederick
Catherwood’s drawing of Indians de-
scending into it on a log stairway to
fetch water.

CHIAPAS

The Italian club Circolo Speleo-
logica Romano has been visiting
Chiapas periodically since the 1980s.
Their “Malpaso ’96” aimed to search
for a sinkhole deep in the Selva
Mercadito and to explore a resurgence
on the slopes of the Río Encajonado
canyon. The main activity turned out
to be the exploration of the flood-prone
resurgence cave, Chorro del Sol de
Piedra.

In January 1998, most of their work
was carried out in the municipio of
Ocozocoautla, taking advantage of a
new road connecting highway 190 to
the Malpaso lake, Presa Nezahual-
coyotl. The construction of the road had
exposed some caves in the area’s karst
topography. They also located a resur-
gence on the Río Grijalva to the east
of the lake.

In March and April 1999, caves in
the vicinity of the village of Ocuilapa,
north of Ocozocoautla, were explored,
confirming the good prospects found by
the previous year’s reconnaissance. A
total of 2700 meters of caves were sur-
veyed. In some cases, lack of time pre-
vented finishing the caves.

In 2001, the Italians explored the
area around Las Margaritas. An im-
posing resurgence spotted during an
aerial survey turned out to be Cueva
Buena Vista Pachan, main source of
the Río Santo Domingo, explored by
British cavers in 1982-83 (see AMCS
Activities Newsletter 18, page 51). Fol-
lowing suggestions by a group of cavers
in Comitán and Mauricio Nafate, a spe-
leologist in Tuxtla Gutiérrez, the group
explored the valley of the Río Santo
Domingo and the area north of Las
Margaritas.Also, a brief look at the area

Karst in the area explored by the
Italians in 1999. V. Sbordoni.
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