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in 1972 by a French caving group,
Spéléo Club de Paris, and called Sótano
del Plan. [The French map is reprinted
here. It was originally published in
Grottes et Gouffres 50, December 1973,
page 25.]

While I had been busy with the
exploration of Alice’s Plunge,

Charley Savvas had been leading crews
to other caves. He had spent one day at
Resumidero de los Mangos, and in that
time he had mapped an upper maze
level. There was a drop he had not gone
down, and we assumed the cave would
be another 100-meter deep multi-drop,
so the next day I and Sergi Gómez
started rigging down the drop series. I
rigged the first drop, placing a rebelay
next to an awkward chockstone, and
then Sergi rigged the second drop, a
long, thin rift that opened into an offset
55-meter drop. The lower 30 meters or
so was a beautiful drop in space, and at
the bottom we both got off rope on a
narrow ledge, later named the Make
Out Landing, and stared down a drop
that we did not have enough rope to rig.
We would have to return the next day
to finish Resumidero de los Mangos.

Sergi and I returned the next day with
Gustavo Vela, Andy Gluesenkamp, and
Leah Adams. The other team for the day
consisted of Charley Savvas, Kara
Dittmer, and Marlena Cobb, and their
job was to finish surveying the upper
level that Charley had started. Sergi and
I rigged down two more drops to the
bottom of the cave. As Andy, Sergi, and
I surveyed out from the cave’s muddy
bottom, Gustavo climbed out last and
derigged the cave behind me. At home
that night we entered the survey data
into the computer and found that the
cave is 103 meters deep and 293 meters
long. There remain many more caves
in Gómez Farías, and many of them are
very fun 100-meter-deep mini-projects.
While deep caves are always alluring,
the caves of Gómez Farías are high in
fun factor and very appealing, as they
can be completed in a few days.

Bajo Tierra en Gómez Farías,
Acción de Gracias 2005

Algunas cuevas verticales cerca de Gómez Farías,
Tamaulipas, fueron exploradas y topografiadas.  Una de ellas
fue posteriormente identificada como una que ya había sido
topografiada por franceses en 1972.  La otra, Resumidero
de los Mangos, tiene 103 metros de profundidad.
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