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the tunnel and canyon, sure makes a
sweeter awakening than the bells of the
cathedral and adds to the harmony of
this extraordinary place. We start our
descent, loaded with extra-heavy back-
packs. We are short of water, but we
know where to find it: at the confluence
with Juquila Canyon, some kilometers
downstream. Our hopes to get there
without hitches are soon lost. Ugo
Vacca is feeling sick and stops; Italo
Giulivo slips while jumping, and his
knee, already weakened by a previous
accident, is badly sprained. Little by
little the group gets stretched out along
the vertical drops that break the slope
of the Río Grande, Gaetano Boldrini
and Ugo in the higher part, Tullio
Bernabei, Alessandro Beltrame, and
Italo Giulivo in the lower part, trying
to reach the water, and I shuttling be-
tween them to maintain contact. After
many hours of fatigue and thirst, the
crystal-clear waters of Juquila are fi-
nally reached, and I can get back to the
guys upstream with plenty of water. We
spend the night divided into two groups,
lulled by the thousands of sounds of the
dark. The following day we finally re-
group and begin the descent toward the
banana plantations together, with no
more problems with water supply. We
proceed sluggishly; the morphology of
the terrain, the weight of the backpacks,
the poor conditions of Ugo and Italo,
and the need to film the descent (we
are shooting a documentary) slow us
down. The pace, however, allows us to
fully take in all the fascination of the
long crevice we are going through. Ev-
ery now and then it feels like we are
back in the Río La Venta. Cave en-
trances look at us everywhere from high
up the vertical walls. Some are really
huge, ancient resurgences or tunnels
truncated by the deepening of the can-
yon. We’d like to climb up to explore
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