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and a floor of sand. It was a meter or
more wide and had a space of 20 to 30
centimeters between the water and the
roof, providing plenty of room to ad-
vance easily. But it was not surprising
that a diving attempt had failed, because
we had to remove a lot of sand.

I was surprised to find that the first
part of the crawl was only 1.5 meters
long. It leads to a small dome, which
we called la bóvida. The dome is about
2.5 meters high and is usually full of
water. From this point, the crawl turns
at almost a right angle. Lying in the
water again, I directed the beam of my
most powerful light along the water and
observed a muddy beach not far away.
I moved forward again in a stone tunnel
similar to the other one for a distance

of 3.5 meters and arrived at the beach.
Rising from the water, I was pleased to
find myself in the sump pool, now
empty, of Izote. We had achieved the
goal of connecting Gruta de las Pozas
Azules and Resumidero del Izote by
passing their common sump. The total
length of the two crawls was only 5
meters. I was pleased to find that the
caves were so close and that, as I had
suspected, the two sumps were really
the same pool.

Having achieved our objective, we
surveyed the connection and packed up
our hose and equipment. It now re-
mained only to do the first through-trip
from entrance to entrance.

For this, we got together again on
June 4, 2005, and we decided to make

the trip by entering Izote and leaving
Pozas Azules. As usual, we left our cars
at Don Pablo’s house at El Gavilán. We
rigged the drops in Izote in the usual
way and proceeded to the location of
the former sump. Having made sure that
the sump was still drained, Moisés and
Vicente returned to the last drops and
recovered the ropes. Next we passed the
crawls in Pozas Azules and made our
familiar march toward the exit, but with
the strange sensation of leaving with-
out having entered, since we had never
done the cave that way before. The in-
creased weight of our backpacks was a
less pleasant sensation, because we had
never carried so much equipment
through the crawlways. Finally we
reached daylight, leaving the mountain
at another place, after a nine-hour jour-
ney. One could do it in less time, but
we took time to have a lot of fun.

Then we walked to Papala, found a
ride to El Gavilán, and walked to our
cars, arriving at them from the other
direction. The next day we went back
to the Izote entrance, and I went down
to recover the remaining ropes from the
drops. Mission accomplished!

We had of course considered the
possibility of dividing into two groups
to make the trip in opposite directions,
passing at some point in the cave. While
we were tempted, we decided not to do
this for our own safety. It was best to
complete the trip in the early afternoon
at the Pozas Azules, which would be
much safer in case of sudden rain. Any-
one who does the trip from Pozas
Azules takes a risk, because if the
weather suddenly deteriorates, the
sump is likely to refill. It would not take
much water to flood the sump again; it
will certainly happen in the next rainy
season. The crawlways near the en-
trance to Izote will also fill with water,
forming another sump, if there’s a sud-
den strong rain, leaving one trapped
between sumps in Izote.

This project requires changes in the
list of Mexican caves, because the

two caves are now one. Acknowledg-
ing the work of previous explorers who
mapped the two caves and provided the
data that were so helpful to us, we
present the following current data on
the three parts of Resumidero Izote–
Pozas Azules, Guerrero:
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