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74.

Bill and Diana checked the pits near
Santa Isabel, and the rest of us went to
James’s Gnarly Tree Pit. The entrance
drop was 13 meters, followed by a very
deep drop with an unstable lip. Bill and
Diana joined us at Gnarly Tree, and then
Bill hiked all the way back to camp for
a longer rope and bolt kit. After substantial clearing, Yvonne and I bolted a
Y-hang, and James descended a fine 65meter free shaft past two ledges. The
cave ended in a small slot with no air.
Tanja descended and James took photos, for a satisfying day.

stronger the airflow became. One had
to keep his mouth and eyes closed while

F

inally it was time to return to Los
Toros. We made an early start and
arrived before 10 a.m. Our guides led
us up over the ridge beside town and
then descended into a small valley. We
crossed another small ridge and then
dropped steeply into Arroyo Luna. The
trail went down relentlessly and seemingly forever. Finally we could hear
rushing water. We crossed a small side
arroyo and traversed along a cliff to
arrive at a beautiful oasis with a babbling stream and travertine
pools perched on a cliff about
100 meters above the bottom
of Arroyo Luna. There was a
small cave, which James and I
explored by chimneying over
deep water for 50 meters or so
to a corner where it widened
out over a very deep pool. We
could hear a waterfall just out
of sight, but there was no noticeable airflow. Although it
was tempting to strip down and
dive in, it was already midafternoon, and we had a long
hike back out. Three hours
later, at the top of the last ridge,
we split into two groups and
looked for other pits. Some
goatherd girls showed Bill,
Diana, and Yvonne a couple of
large pits and a small blowing
hole that got us very excited.
The next few days we spent
hiking back to the ridge top and
exploring the pits. Bill, Diana,
and Yvonne explored the large

Gnarly Tree Pit
Cañada Verde
Nuevo León
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