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made it sound very narrow. At some
points his tanks were touching the ceil-
ing and his chest the floor, which was
not solid, sothat it immediately clouded
the water and reduced the visibility al-
most to zero. He mentioned also that
the sump is curved, almost in an S
shape. He said that waiting for the wa-
ter to clear was hopeless.

During the night some extra equip-
ment was requested from the surface
campground, like weights, belts, and
PVC pipes that were placed along the
sump to control Mariano’s guideline.

Juan Carlos Carrillo wrote, “Steve
was wearing side-mounted tanks, a dry
suit, and helmet, and he was using the
PVC stakes and weights to keep the
orange line along the bottom. He
checked the cave and conditions and
said that the conditions were really bad.

He asked me how I had seen the cave
the day I dived. He asked if I thought it
was safe to follow the orange line with-
out him carrying his own. I answered
that the orange line seemed to be per-
manent, but badly laid.

“He decided to follow the orange line
without placing his own. I noticed he
was uneasy. Alejandro would be inside
the sump, a few meters from the exit,
in case Steve needed anything, and
Germán would be fully geared-up in the
pool, as a safety.

“He surfaced from the first dive and
said that he had started to place some
weights on the orange line and to free
it from the line traps. He entered again
and this time got farther. He was plac-
ing the PVC stakes as he advanced. He
passed the connection of the orange line
to Mariano’s white safety line.18 He

reached the constriction, which he de-
scribed as a very big rock that made
the passage very narrow, and he de-
scended and returned. He said that the
guideline was now in much better con-
dition for a third dive to get past the
constriction. It was about 6 a.m. on
Wednesday, April 14.”

Wednesday, April 14. Carillo contin-
ues, “Steve started his third dive, with
the goal of getting past the narrow part.
Approximately after 25 minutes we saw
his light, he surfaced, took off his hel-
met and hood and said ‘I found him.’

“He described passing the rock and

18. A normal cave-diving technique is to tie on
extra lines when the first line ends. Mariano ran
out of the surface-fed line and tied a second line
and kept diving.
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