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COLIMA
The map of Pozo Hermoso arrived

too late to include in the article on
Tecomán 2004–2005 in AMCS Activi-
ties Newsletter 28, pp. 177–180.

NUEVO LEÓN
American Caving Accidents 2002–

2003, published as part 2 of the Sep-
tember 2005 NSS News, contains a
somewhat longer report on the bee-sting
accident in Pozo de Gavilán than the
one in AMCS Activities Newsletter 28,
“Mexico News,” p. 7 (where the Nuevo
León heading was inadvertently omitted).
The NSS report is based on informa-
tion from www.thedecostop.com dated
June 4, 2004.

In August 2005, a new sinkhole
opened up near Iturbide, Nuevo León.
It is said to be about 60 meters deep,
with sheer sides. There is a lot of gypsum
karst in the area, including the famous

Pozo de Gavilán. Source: news reports
passed on by Nicasio Escamilla.

OAXACA
The 2006 J2 expedition took place

during six weeks from April 3 to May
12. Nearly forty cavers from nine coun-
tries participated, with about twenty-
five people present any given week.
One of the first priorities was install-
ing more than 6 kilometers of telephone
wire from surface base camp all the way
to the bottom of the cave, where a new
deep camp, Camp 3, was established.
The telephone was a boon to logistics,
because it allowed those on the surface
to learn what was happening in the cave
and what supplies were needed in al-
most real time. Continuing exploration
beyond the 2005 limit soon revealed a
massive breakdown choke that was ul-
timately passed. Beyond, large passage
continued until a deep sump was
reached at –1198 meters. The tremen-
dous airflow present higher in the cave

was lost somewhere in the large pas-
sages between Camps 2 and 3. Consid-
erable time was spent looking for a
sump bypass, with no success. Finally
James Brown dived the sump, which
was about 150 meters long and only 7
meters deep. Beyond was a breakdown
chamber with another sump, which was
not dived due to lack of adequate
backup personnel.

 Elsewhere in the cave, some pas-
sages were resurveyed to improve the
quality of the sketch and to correct for
a miscalibrated compass. Several side
passages were explored, some of which
looped back to known cave. One of
these was an independent shaft series
160 meters deep. Some windy infeeders
were also explored, and they continue.
Several new caves were found in the
vicinity of J2, but none have proven to
connect so far. They have the potential
to add significant depth or to bypass
some of the more unpleasant parts of
the cave. Another cave, near the point
above the current end of exploration in
J2, was explored and would provide a
handy back door and possible sump
bypass if it connects. A return trip in
2007 will pursue these possibilities. At
present, J2 stands at 1209 meters deep
and 9536 meters long. Source: Mark
Minton.

On February 20, 2003, Mike Frazier
was on rappel in a 60-meter pit in
Sistema de los Tres Amigos when he
stopped to set a bolt for a rebelay. In
the process, he inadvertently dropped
down the pit the pack containing the
foot and safety ascenders of his Frog
system. He decided to finish setting the
rebelay and continue to the bottom,
hoping that the rope would reach. Un-
fortunately, it did not, and he was left
hanging well above the floor.

Frazier tied off his rappel rack,
pulled up the end of the rope, and used
the tail to tie a makeshift foot sling
above the rack. Several half-hitches
served as a climbing knot, a butterfly
knot in the middle provided a clip-in
point for his cows tail, and a double fig-
ure-eight formed a pair of foot loops.
He clipped his chest ascender into the
rope, removed his rappel rack, and
climbed out of the pit. Frazier and
companions then rerigged the pit with
additional rope and descended without
further incident. Source: American
Caving Accidents 2002–2003, based on
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