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t hr o ug h� t he� r el ati vel y� narr o w� a nd� l o wer� e as t er n
ac c es s� ( fi g. � 1 0) . � T he� l e ngt h� of� t he� t u n nel
bet we e n� dri p� z o nes� i s� a p pr o xi mat el y� 2 6 7� m� ( fi g.
1 1 ) . � T he� e nor mo us� pil es� of� de bri s� fr o m� t he� r o of
c oll a ps es� a nd� t he� s t e e p� gr a de� of� t he� s tr e a m
c ha n nel� as� i t� des c e nds� t o war ds� t he� e as t er n� e nd
of� t he� t u n nel� cr e at e� a� dr a mati c� t o p o gr a p hi c
c o ntr as t� wi t hi n� t he� c a ve� ( fi g. � 1 2 ) . � T he� c ha n nel' s
gr a di e nt� dr o ps� a bo ut� 1 0 0� m� bet we e n� t he� t wo
dri p� z o nes.

T he� wall s� of� t he� t u n nel� ha ve� e xf oli at e d� al o ng
par all el� fr act ur es, � a nd� fl o wi ng� wat er� has

p oli s he d� s o me� of� t he� s urf ac es, � cr e ati ng
n u mer o us� r el ati vel y� l ar g e� a nd� fl at� ar e as� or
pa nel s� whi c h� wer e� t he� o nes� s el e ct e d� f or
pai nti ng� ( fi g. � 1 3 ) . � T he� e xp os e d� li mes t o ne
s urf ac es� of� t hes e� pa nel s� ma y� pr es e nt� s tri ati o ns
or� ba ndi ng, � a nd� i ncl usi o ns� of� bi val ves, � a mo ng
whi c h� o ys t er s� a p pe ar� t o� be� t he� mos t� c o m mo n.

T hes e� f os sil� s hell� i ncl usi o ns, � c ut� i n� l o ng� or
cr os s – s e cti o n� by� t he� we at heri ng� of� t he� e xp os e d
r o c k� wall� s urf ac es, � var y� i n� de nsi t y� t hr o ug ho ut
t he� c a ve. � T hei r� c o nc e ntri c� s ha pes� f or m� r e g ul ar
patt er ns, � whi c h, � i n� c o mbi nati o n� wi t h� t he� l e d g es

Fi g. � 9. � Pl a n� vi e w� of� t he� s ubt err a ne a n� f ossil� c ha nnel� a nd� l oc ati o n� of� mai n� p hysi c al� a nd� c ult ur al� f e at ur es� of� t he� nat ur al
t unnel. �


