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high, with a floor-to-ceiling flow-
stone mass occupying the north-
west corner of the large room.
While we were surveying, the guide
took Ernie Garza and Mark Minton
to a 50-meter blind pit.

Minton: We visited the aban-
doned phosphate mine, La Revanche,
shown on the topo map near Caña-
da Verde. It would be interesting to
go down some of the many shafts
there, because they look like mined-
out natural pits, but we hadn’t taken
any rope on that hike. We also
found a small 30-meter pit near the
road that didn’t go, and then fol-
lowed another side road, where we
found a large-diameter 40-meter pit
we called Sótano de Cañada Verde.
Perhaps this is one of the pits men-
tioned in Death Coral Caver 4, page
36. While there, we met some min-
ing executives over from Dulces
Nombres whom we had also met
the year before. There were very
friendly and gave us some leads
and their e-mail addresses, saying
they would send us more leads,
maps, and aerial photos. They in-
vited us to stay at their headquar-
ters in Dulces Nombres, so we may
visit there next year and tour the
mines.

Just up the road past the 40-meter
pit is another abandoned phosphate
mine called Tinaja Verde. It also
looks like a huge mined-out natu-
ral shaft, wide and very deep—a
four- to five-second drop. Alas, we
had no time to check it out. I sus-
pect there is a lot more to be found
in that area.

Broussard: We slowly bumped
along the road, over a last pass,
more than 2500 meters in elevation,
south of the massive cliffs sur-
rounding the peak of El Vieja, 3500
meters.

Minton: We went down to Zara-
goza and visited El Salto, then
drove to Bustamante for our last
night. It was a wonderful trip, and
we ended up with more leads than
we started with.

Don Broussard gazes at the
massive formation in Cueva

Sinalosa. Ernie Garza.
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