
Qanat de la Venta (part; artificial)
Nextipac, Mpo. Guadalajara
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From La Gotera, we drove north
toward Nextipac and then west

along rutty dirt roads through high
cornfields. Finally we arrived at a
check-point crisscrossed with
bright yellow ¡Peligro! tape. As we
walked toward a great mound of
dirt, an officer told us that it was
from the effort to dig out the man
he had seen vanish there. I could see
a typical qanat passage at the north
and south ends of the partly flood-
ed hole that had been dug. The GPS
showed that this collapse was 7.3
kilometers northeast of the exit
channel of Qanat La Venta. I asked
permission to go down a take a bet-
ter look at the south passage, and
the Protección Civil men agreed,
but only after professionally attach-
ing a belay rope around my waist.
Unfortunately, once I got to the en-
trance to the passage, they wouldn’t
let me get close enough for a good
peek inside. Anyway, the passage
looks about 70 centimetes high and
maybe 3 meters high, with about 2
meters of dirt between the passage
ceiling and the surface.

Finally, we drove over to a sec-
ond, smaller collapse located 300
meters to the north. This was a hole
about 6 by 8 meters and about 2
meters deep, but they told us it had
been deeper before the last rain. The
ground had subsided about half a
meter in a line north and south from
this hole, suggesting that this was
more collapse of the same tunnel.

These goings-on in Nextipac
sparked much speculation

among officials and the media
about the mechanism causing the
collapses. At first, the newspapers
found “experts” who claimed
Nextipac was riddled with galerías
de sufosion, erosion-generated caves
that “occur sporadically, at least
every fifteen years.” Fortunately,

the reporters kept digging and
eventually contacted hydrologists
of the Zapopán Water and Drain-
age Department, who assuered
them that there is only one cause for
the collapses: the tunnels of Father
Buzeta. Guadalajara has a street
named after Pedre Antonio Buzeta,
and it didn’t take much hunting for
researchers to find a book called
Hydrology of the Atemajac Valley, by
Severo Díaz, that recounts how the
city of Guadalajara suffered a se-
vere shortage of water in 1730 and
decided to contact a celebrated
Spanish engineer who knew how to
find water and how to bring it to
where it was needed. In 1731, the
Franciscan padre began to construct
a system that would bring water
from the edge of the city to its cen-
ter. The price was sixty thousand
pesos, which the city failed to pay,
resulting in suspension of the
project in 1734. Three years later,

The TV crew in a Qanat. John Pint.
Padre Buzeta returned, and
in 1740 water began to flow
into the city from the out-
skirts. Unfortunately, we
were only able to document
Padre Buzeta’s work inside
the city limits of Guadala-
jara, and it is still only spec-
ulation whether he later went
on to dig the tunnels that con-
nect Nextipac to La Venta.

When you put together
the 8 kilometers of qanat
tunnels described by Beek-
man, Weigand, and Pint
with those collapsing in
Nextipac, you may find, ac-
cording to Phil Weigand,
that Zapopán could possess
some of the longest qanats
in the world. But the most
amazing thing about these
systems is that they have
held up, probably for hun-
dreds of years, and in many

cases are still capable of producing
drinking water for the citizens of
Jalisco.
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