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We decided to go back and check
with the presidente before further ex-
ploration.

Ruben was home when we re-
turned. He listened with interest as
we explained why we were in Palos
María. When we asked if it would
be acceptable for us map caves in
the area, he gazed off for a moment
and responded in the affirmative.
We chatted briefly.

We crawled into the cave and
began mapping. Bats zoomed over-
head. It felt good to be underground.
Huge tindarapos with leg spans ap-
proaching seventy centimeters
clung to the ceiling, centimeters
above our heads. Tindarapos have
eight legs, but are not true spiders.
They are amplybygids, also called
whip spiders or tailless whip scor-
pions. They resemble somewhat a
cross between as spider and a scor-
pion. The body resembles that of a
scorpion, less the tail. The pinchers
are not true pinchers. They re-
semble the arms of a praying man-
tis. The front legs are slender. On
one occasion I spent about forty
minutes watching them slowly
creeping along cave walls and ceil-
ings. As they walk, they wave their
front-most legs as if to feel the
way. The variety we find in the
Tecomán area is totally blind. In-
deed, I have never seen them within
20 meters of a cave entrance. The

Tindarapo. Peter Ruplinger.
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