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Gustavo Vela Turcott

went down a slope and stopped at
the edge of a 5-meter pit. The cave
clearly collects the rainwater from
the surrounding area.
The next day we walked about
eight hours in the forest looking for
caves, again guided by Don Juan.
He took us to a 30-meter pit, but we
were not able to get a location with
the GPS because of the thick foliage, although we wasted a half hour
trying. Besides that, we found only
some small dolines and very small
caves.
On the following day, we
started off to San Andrés
Teotitlapan, and on the
way we looked at some
dolines with small entrances and recorded their
GPS locations. In San Andrés we talked with the local authorities, and they
were friendly and interested. We enjoyed a sunny
evening there. During
those days of long hikes,
we reached the conclusion
that it was certainly necessary to have the aid of local people in order to find
any important caves, because otherwise we would
be lost in the forest, where
the vegetation made it impossible to see entrances.
During the six-hour bus
ride to Cuicatlán we could
see the change in vegetation from forest to desert.
From there we took another bus back to Mexico
City.

I

n early March 2004, members of
SMES once again headed to the
middle part of the Cerro Verde. This
time Susana Salazar and Sergi
Gómez from Spain and I went to El
Faro, west of Santo Domingo del
Río, Oaxaca. The first day we
checked some very large dolines
hoping to find cave entrances, but
to our great disappointment everything was covered with mud. On
the following day, three people
from El Faro guided us in the forest,
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Sótanos EF-02 and EF-03
El Faro, Santo Domingo del Río
Oaxaca
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