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digging in the cave.
Leonard, Gustavo, Luisa, Brian,

and Peter went back to Cueva de la
Cantera, by the travertine quarries.
It follows the plunge of the anticline
down for about 60 meters to where
it gets too small. They also mapped
a loop through several right-angle
turns. Then they tried to follow the
road around the mountain to the
northwest, but it was fenced off, so
they returned to the highway. At
San Lorenzo, they asked about go-
ing to Cueva el Tulillo, but the
comisariado wasn’t home, so they
couldn’t get the ranch key. Then
they drove southwest of the quar-
ries toward Trincheras, asking
about caves at a travertine-block
loading-station. They heard about
several caves at El Terrero, but it
would have been necessary to get a
key from the owner in Monclova.

The next day the expedition va-
cated its base in San Buena-

ventura and headed into Monclova
to meet a guy whom Mónica had
met in the cyber cafe. He agreed to
guide the group up onto the west-
ern foothills of the Sierra la Gloria
to a 4- or 5-second pit that he had
found while running above the do-
lomite quarries. They worked their

avail. Driving south out of Monclova,
Peter had the misfortune of getting
pulled over twice, lightening his
wallet each time. Several of the crew
were ill in the stomach, so they
stayed at a hotel in Monterrey, while
Charley, Mónica, and Peter joined
Kevin’s crew camped at Potrero

Chico, Nuevo León. They had vis-
ited Carrizal since leaving the oth-
ers. The new arrivals roused them
from bed and all enjoyed a camp-
fire until it began to rain all night.

The next few days were spent at
the UMAE congress in Mon-

terrey, where several of the group
gave papers and many new ac-
quaintances were made. The evening
of 4 February, eight of the remain-
ing group went to meet Becky Jones
at Minas Viejas, but couldn’t get

Geoff Hoese at one of the guano
caves in Nuevo León. Charley Savvas.

way through the quarries,
acquiring permission along
the way, and passed them
not long before a blast. They
spread out to search for the
meter-diameter pit, to no
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