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dry and sandy, with several holes
along the east wall that have been
excavated in modern times. In the
last 20 meters of the cave, small gyp-
sum needles are forming in the dry
sediment. The very end of the cave
is blocked by dry, compact clay, an
older fill than the loose sand filling
the rest of the cave. All of the
Chilpitín caves serve as shelter to
the many goats raised in the area,
and they are dusty, with lots of goat
scat and hair, as well as rodent
refuse. A dust mask is recom-
mended for exploring caves in this
area.

Bev, Charley, Geoff, Mónica, and
Jesse went to check the San

Lucas area the next day. They found
several freshwater springs as they
approached the cañada and then
reached the sulfur cave. There are
ruins of an old spa from 1906,
where people soaked in the thermal
waters. Cueva de San Lucas has a
travertine blockhouse built at the
entrance, with a spring pool just
inside. The cave water has a strong
sulfur smell and flows 20 meters to
a sump, with all kinds of interest-
ing minerals precipitating on top of
guano, as well as what appeared to
be snottites. The cave stream is fast-
flowing, even where it enters the
sump.

The cavers hiked farther up the
canyon and found several more
small caves. There, Charley, Bev,
and Jesse mapped a small cave that
was inhabited by two large geckos;
they called it Cueva del Geko. This
cave is a vadosely enlarged fracture
that runs roughly perpendicular to
the canyon at that point. It is mostly
filled with loose sandy material that
has clearly been excavated by hand
in two places. The first is a restric-
tion that leads to the back chamber
where the geckos were living, and
the second dig is at the very end of
the cave. The cave is well decorated
with inactive formations, but most
of these have been broken, probably
by the same people who had been

Charley Savvas, Jesse Becker,
and Bev Shade at the entrance
to Cueva de la Azufrosa.
Peter Sprouse.
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