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The group was enlarged that
evening by the arrival of Gus-

tavo Vela, Luisa Estrada, Leonard
Pruitt, Geoff Hoese, and Brian
McMillin. Thus fortified, they orga-
nized three teams on 31 January.
Geoff, Mónica, Leonard, and Char-
ley headed south to go to a guano
cave marked on the topo map south
of Monclova in Nuevo León. After
many hours checking roads they
reached the site in late afternoon.
There are two pits 50 meters apart
with old steel ladders in them. They
seemed about 60 meters deep, and
one had a strong guano smell. They
did not explore them due to lack of
time and gear.

Gustavo, Luisa, and Peter tried to
visit Cueva el Hundido in the Sierra
la Rata, but could not find the guy
with the key. So they drove west to
San Antonio de la Cascada, where
they checked out some of the
springs west of town. They are
slightly thermal. Then they went to
La Cascada, where diverted water
drops off a 30-meter-high travertine
mesa. There is a scenic grotto be-
hind the falls, and they were able
to climb up onto the mesa. They
followed the stream for nearly a ki-
lometer to find two springs, one in
alluvium and one in travertine, nei-
ther enterable. Once back in San
Antonio de la Cascada, they heard
about a cave above Ojito la Tacita
and got guides to take them there.
They drove through an interesting
travertine quarry and parked just
above it. The cave was 100 meters
up a slope from there. Luisa dropped
2 meters into a broad, sloping
stoopway. After crawling over sacks
of blasting mixtures, she found that
the cave goes at least 50 meters and
continues. They then took the
guides home and drove north two
towns to San Antonio de las Hi-
gueras, where they heard about a
cave at San Lucas with a sulfur
stream in it.

The crew of Bev, Jesse, and Brian
returned to Cañón Chilpitín and
were led by Pancho to several of the
cliff caves that had been spotted on
the first visit. During a steep hike
along the south side of the canyon,
they mapped Cueva del Chivo #1
and Cueva del Chivo #4 and at-
tempted to climb into another cave

about 5 meters above the trail. They
quickly determined that the climb
needs a rope, as it is above a nar-
row ledge, perhaps 1.5 meters wide,
above a drop of some distance. All
of these caves, including several
other short, flowstone-choked
holes, appear to be small phrea-
tically formed conduits that have
been intersected by the cliff face.
The conduits have minor vadose
modifications, like downcutting
into the floor. They probably led to
small paleosprings like the Cuevas
de los Indios. They are fairly hori-
zontal, sloping gently toward the
cliffs. There is airflow in some of
these caves that seems to be circu-
lating from higher up the cliffs,
where more recent vadosely en-
larged fractures have intersected

the older conduits. Cueva del Chivo
#4 is over 80 meters long, and Cueva
del Chivo #2 was mapped for over
20 meters to a restriction that could
be easily dug open. They also sur-
veyed Cueva del Salitre, on the
north side of the canyon within
sight of the Chivo caves. Cueva del
Salitre is a much bigger paleo-
spring, probably a major resurgence
in the canyon in the past. Later,
Salitre became a well-decorated ac-
tive, air-filled cavern for a period of
time, as indicated by the large old
flowstone and draperies along the
first 20 meters of passage. The sce-
nic entrance is about 8 meters tall
by 8 meters wide, but the floor
quickly rises to intersect the ceiling
of the passage, so that the cave is
less than 70 meters long. The fill is
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