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Several days later, Phil, Nathan,
Meredith, Neal, and Lupe, carrying
lots of rope, made their way back
up to the cave, which had been
named Sótano de la Madrigal 5.
With Phil rigging the pits and the
rest of the crew surveying, they got
to the bottom of the cave. The third
drop was the final one, with the
cave ending up a bit short of 74
meters deep—the deepest cave in
Tabasco.

One day Jesús informed us that
he knew of a cave near Agua

Escondido that was filled with fish.
He asked us if we were interested
in looking at this cave. I had looked
at maps of the Tapijulapa area and
could not remember seeing Agua
Escondido before, so I was curious
about it, and a trip was planned to

survey the cave. Neal and Chris ac-
companied me. As we drove over
to Agua Escondido, Jesús took out
a fish spear that he had with him.
He said he was going to catch some
fish for dinner. As we neared Agua
Escondido, I remembered the area.
In December 2001, Neal Hines,
Dawn Cardace, and I had mapped
Cueva de Amalia y Candido in this
area. Although the cave is not long,
the time spent with Amalia and
Candido, the people on whose land
the cave was located, had been
memorable. After mapping Cueva
de Amalia y Candido, we had been
invited into Amalia and Candido’s
home for dinner. Neal and Dawn
both speak Spanish fluently, and
during dinner Amalia had gone
into a long and emotional discus-
sion on the tragedy of the World

Trade Center disaster. She talked
about how she would never be able
to meet and know any of the thou-
sands of people killed that Septem-
ber day. Even with my limited
Spanish, I had been taken to tears
by her emotional and heart-felt dis-
course on that tragic event. As we
parked the truck and headed out
across the fields toward the lime-
stone hills where Jesús was leading
us, I pointed across the way toward
Cueva de Amalia y Candido and
reminded Neal of that trip.

Cueva de Agua Escondido is
probably the easiest to get to cave
we saw during this expedition. The
hike to the entrance, right at the
base of the hills, is short and across
flat fields. Just inside the entrance
the ceilings are incredibly scal-
loped. Like most Tabascan caves, its
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