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Chris Amidon in Polvorin.
Jim Pisarowicz.

in the shade of the entrances. As we
stood there, we watched a cow do a
through trip between the entrances.
Jesús said that the cave forked a
short distance in, with one passage
going to a sump and the other to a
higher entrance and more cave. We
split our group into two teams.
Chris, Meredith, and I would sur-
vey down to the sump and then
survey into the other passage until
we tied into the first survey point
of the second team, Phil, Nathan,
and Jesús.

Just inside the entrance it was
obvious that this cave is different.
The walls and floors of the cave con-
sist entirely of conglomerate. Every-
thing in the cave except the speleo-
thems is cemented stream cobbles.
Farther in, the cave intersects a large
surface doline. Here the cave pas-
sage divides. To the right is ankle-
deep water to a large room with a
floor of cemented cobbles. This
eventually goes back down to
stream level and drops down to a
large lake. We waded into the lake
until it became necessary to swim.
Meredith made her way across the
lake, but the passage ends there.
Halfway across the lake is a small
crawl that bats were flying out of.
We surveyed into this passage un-
til it was time to turn around to
meet up with the other survey team.
Phil’s group returned after climb-
ing into an upper-level passage.
This leads to a belly crawl that even-
tually opens into a walking passage,
where they had turned around in
going cave.

A return trip was planned to
Cueva en Conglomerado to finish
its survey. Jesús said that just over
the hill there was another cave and
that it was also in conglomerate. On
this trip Nathan, Meredith, Neal,
and I continued the survey in the
original cave, while Phil, Vickie,
and Jesús went over to the new
cave. After traversing the stooping
passages and belly crawls in Cueva
en Conglomerado, my team was
standing in nice walking passage.
White cave popcorn and stalactites
and flowstone inspired the name
Snowball Hall for this area. Traveling
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