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time everyone who went into Niños
Héroes got out of the cave it was
dark. It was an interesting horseback ride in the dark, down nowslippery mountain trails. We all got
back safely.
Our camp was back in Santo
Tomás. After a wonderful dinner of
ribs, all the Mexican cavers headed
back to Villahermosa. The American crew stayed the night and returned the next day to survey
Sótano de Niños Héroes. The depth
turned out to be 61 meters, which
at the time was the deepest cave in
Tabasco.
The area around Niños Héroes
definitely has fine caving potential.
The area is ringed with limestone
and lots of sinking streams, dolines,
pits, and cave entrances that can be
seen right off the road. The people
were friendly and seemed interested in having us return. A trip
back to this area should be planned.

C

hiapas is just a hop, skip, and
jump from most of the caving
areas in Tabasco. Sometimes it’s
good to get out of the coastal lowland karst of Tabasco and up into
the Chiapas highlands, if for no
other reason than to cool off. I have
made several excursions into
Chiapas over the years, mostly
mapping fairly small caves. In 1999,
Gruta de Yeso, near the town of
Ixtapuntajoya, not far from Teapa,
Tabasco, was shown to Louise
Hose, Dave Lester, and me. Later
Abby Wines and I returned to map
this small cave. Also in 1999, Abby
Wines, Carlos Cordero, and I drove
up to Arroyo Magestic to investigate caves. Arroyo Magestic is at an
elevation of 1200 meters. There we
were led down into a large doline
∪
to a cave called Mashi Ja, a Chol
name meaning Cueva de Arroyo.
∪
Although Mashi Ja turned out to be
a short cave, it was an interesting
one. The floor is cut into sandstone
bedrock, while the ceiling is in limestone. The sandstone is mostly
crumbly and cross-bedded, with
pockets of limestone. In the back
portions of the cave, the north walls
are limestone, but the south walls
are sandstone.
On our way back to Tapijulapa
from Mashi Ja∪ that year, we were

Pam Cueva
Los Naranjos, Mpo. Sabanilla
Chiapas
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