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camp in the municipal park.
Also in 1989, a contingent of

Swiss cavers discovered another
cave in the Agua Blanca area that
they named Cueva Magnífico. Al-
though Magnífico has a relatively
small and obscure crawlway en-
trance, the cave quickly opens up
through a series of short drops into
large, extremely well-decorated
rooms. When that year’s expedition
ended, almost 2 kilometers of cave
had been mapped in Magnífico,
with two going leads where pits
dropped down to lower levels. In
fact, the lower levels of Magnífico
appeared to be at the same eleva-
tion as the main part of Agua
Blanca, and the trends of these pas-
sages were toward Agua Blanca.
Perhaps these two large caves could
be joined. Regrettably, when the
expedition ended the Swiss took the
survey notes to Magnífico to draft
a map of this fine cave. No map was
ever produced, and the notes were
lost.

In the intervening years, Mexican
cavers from Villahermosa wanted
to take up the exploration of Mag-
nífico and also push the upstream
parts of Agua Blanca. Unfortu-
nately, huge forest fires had burned
all across Tabasco, including the
Agua Blanca area. All the land-
marks that had been used to locate
the Ventana entrance to Agua
Blanca and the route to Magnífico
were gone, and the caves could not
be relocated. A goal of this year’s
expedition was to relocate La Ven-
tana and Cueva Magnífico. Using
the survey data for Agua Blanca, the
relative positions of the resurgence
entrance and the Ventana entrance

were calculated. A GPS point was
then set near the main entrance to
Agua Blanca, and UTM coordinates
for La Ventana was derived. Simi-
larly, using a surface survey done
to the entrance to Cueva Magnífico
from other caves in the Agua Blanca
area, a UTM was calculated for that
cave.

Programming in the calculated
UTM coordinates, two teams head-
ed into the regrown tropical forest
at Agua Blanca. Chris, Phil and Tom
headed toward La Ventana, while
Vickie, Ajax, Laura, and I went in
search of Magnífico. The only crimp
in our plans was that we had only
one machete, and the La Ventana
group had it.

Following a GPS track to a cave
through the rain forest without in-
termediate waypoints can be diffi-
cult. First, the direction given by the
GPS is a straight-line track. This is
very difficult to follow through the
thick, vine-encrusted forest. Since
this forest was the first regrowth
after the fires in 1998, it had a par-
ticularly thick understory of vines
and creepers. Without a machete,
the going was difficult in the ex-
treme. The second problem was that
most of the time our current GPS
position could not be determined
because of the thick forest and high
hills and karst pinnacles. After
bashing around for several hours,
we had a GPS location that indi-
cated that we were only tens of
meters away from the entrance to
Magnífico. But moving a bit farther
through the forest revealed that we
were on top of a cliff that we could
not climb down. After searching for
a route for half an hour, we found

ourselves at the bottom of the cliff,
with no GPS coverage. After search-
ing around for another half hour,
we finally found ourselves at a
small cave entrance. It definitely
looked like the entrance to Magní-
fico that I remembered from sixteen
years ago. Meredith headed into the
cave with a small light and returned
minutes later with a description. We
had rediscovered the entrance to
Cueva Magnífico.

As evening was coming on
quickly, we made a hasty retreat to
our camp. In the near dark, at the
bottom of a massive doline we dis-
covered a fine cave that required a
rope. We got back to camp about
forty-five minutes after dark. Back
at camp I discovered that thousands
of ticks had attached themselves to
my flesh. There were so many that
the only way to get them off was to
shave them off with the blade of a
knife.

The Ventana team was equally
successful in finding their entrance.
They marked a trail to it with flag-
ging tape and machete blazes on
trees. We were now set to begin
remapping Magnífico and getting
into the back of Agua Blanca to
push leads.

Because of the difficulty in trav-
eling through the rain forest to
Magnífico, an overnight trip into
the cave was planned. One team,
consisting of Chris, Ajax, and Tom,
started surveying at the entrance
with the intention of leapfrogging
the second team, of Phil, Vickie, and
Laura, who went on into the cave
rigging drops and then started sur-
veying at the bottom of the second
drop. After twenty-one hours of
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