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Jaguar near Ticul in order to assess
both the condition of the site and
any possible archaeological and his-
torical value that exists and de-
serves more thorough study. Ticul
is located approximately 80 kilome-
ters south of Mérida. The four pro-
fessionals, apparently speleologists,
arrived at the town in the morning
and were assisted by the mayor,
Frame Pérez Medina, who had ar-
ranged with the members of Ticul
Mayan Travel to have the investi-
gators taken to the caves, located
four kilometers from the city. Farm-
ers in the area had recently shown
the cave to members of that local
tourist company. Luis Sierra Valla-
dares, spokesman for Ticul Mayan
Travel, said that the group was had
been led there by Raul Magaña, a
guide who was one of the first to
enter the caverns.

During a recent trip by members
of Ticul Mayan Travel, as well as
other caving experts, the potential
of the grotto to be converted into a
tourist attraction was assessed.
They spoke of the remains of a jag-
uar that had apparently died some
time ago in the cave, and also
trenches that were supposedly dug
during the Guerra de Castas (War
of the Castes). Also noted were the
remains of several Pre-Hispanic
pots that were scattered around the
cave, one of which was found al-
most intact. The group noted what
appeared to be a human bone, but
it was not apparent how it had got-
ten into the cave.

The visit by the investigators
from INAH lasted several hours,
and it was determined that a more
thorough survey of the cave was
needed. It was not specified if the
study of the cave would take place
immediately or sometime in the
future. The cave is located near the
ruins of a Pre-Hispanic city. Source:
Nidia Esther Rojas Durán, www
.yucatan/com/mx/noticia.asp, ac-
cessed 3 April 2005 (English sum-
mary by Jerry Atkinson).

MEXICAN NATIONAL
CONGRESS OF
SPELEOLOGY

The Unión Mexicana de Agru-
paciones Espeleológicas and the
Grupo Espeleológico at the Instituto
Tecnológico y de Estudios Supe-
rioures de Monterrey held the Sev-
enth Mexican National Congress of
Speleology at Monterry Tec on
February 2–6, 2005. The following
papers were presented.

Unión Internacional de Espeleo-
logía—Breve historia y situación
actual. José Ayrton Labegalini,
International Union of Speleol-
ogy.

Historia de la Sociedad Espeleo-

lógica de Cuba. Ángel Graña,
Sociedad Espeleológica de Cuba.

Área Natural Estatal Government
Canyon: un enfoque multi-
disciplinario y asociado para el
manejo y educación sobre el
karst. George Veni, George Veni
and Associates.

La educación ambiental y el mundo
subterráneo. Amado de Anda,
Juan Carlos Gómez, and Julio
Ríos, Grupo Siempre Montaña
Adentro.

Estudio de accidentes y riesgos en
cuevas. Antonio Aguirre Álvarez,
Espeleo Rescate México.

Fuente e importancia del ácido
sulfhídrico en la Cueva de Villa
Luz, Tabasco, México. Laura
Rosales Lagarde and Penelope J.
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