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Emmanuel Coutrot, Eymeric and
Gaétan Depin, Anne Dutheillet, and
Daniella Parot. The expedition re-
turned with 4.5 kilometers of vir-
gin passage and 7.7 kilometers of
mapped cave.

Kukulkan produced 3 kilome-
ters of passage, often spacious (8 by
4 meters), all parallel to the coast
and connected by transverse pas-
sages. This cave is connected to Al-
tar Maya,  first discovered by
Nickolai Toussaint in 2000, which
we started exploring in 2001. Altar
Maya is the main “spinal cord” that
makes it possible to link several sys-
tems. Our explorations include Al-
tar Maya, Kukulkan, Sole, as well
as Abejas, which was partially re-
surveyed. This forms a part of a
larger system that is composed of
Sac Actun and Nohoch Ki’in and
would total more than 71 kilome-
ters of surveyed passage, including
12,500 meters explored by our
group. This would make Sac Actun
the second-longest underwater cave
system in the world, behind Ox Bel
Ha, also in the Yucatan.

The reason for our uncertainty is

due to not knowing if the survey of
certain parts of the system can be
trusted. While resurveying some
parts of Abejes, we noticed that the
distance between knots varied from
2.2 to 3.05 meters. We evaluated the
“average knot spacing” as 2.50
meters. However, the American
marking convention consists in
placing a knot every 10 feet, or 3.05
meters. This error would propor-
tionately shorten the dimensions of
the whole system. It should be
noted that we had already noticed
this phenomenon in other caves,
without knowing whether it was
due to not being strict enough or to
the explorers being overly optimis-
tic in their figures.

The other caves did not yield sig-
nificant results, but some explora-
tion was done.

The future looks bright, since a
large area remains virgin between
the systems Nohoch Ki’in and Sac
Actun and since not all the water
flow measured in the passages is
found at the resurgence in the sea.

This year’s expedition again ben-
efited from the friendly support by

locals Marco, Lorenza, and the
Rotzinger children, who let us stay
with them and helped us with the
diving tanks logistics. Source: Mes-
sage from Philippe Brunet (March
1, 2005) on Speleos-France List-
serve, translated from the French by
Yvonne Droms.

A note on the preceding item:
Philippe Brunet has organized
many expeditions to explore both
underwater and dry caves on the
Yucatán Peninsula. Within a ten-
year period, both he and other team
members have pursued numerous
investigations in Quintana Roo, in-
cluding important discoveries such
as the Actun Koh, Altar Maya,
Minotauro, Pitch, Sole, Tatich, X-
caret, and Xel-Ha caves. I applaud
their resolve in maintaining a con-
sistent and enthusiastic study of a
karst area that remains fertile for
both dry and underwater cave ex-
ploration.

Current developments within the
area, including a preliminary map
of Sistema Sac Actun, have been
presented above. However, present
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