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third longest cave in Mexico.
Sistema Sac Actun has fifty-five cen-
ote entrances.

Much of the recent exploration
by SAET has been through small,
unstable passages, with limited or
zero visibility for extended periods.
In fact, Bogaerts was once trapped
by a collapse on the wrong side of
a major side-mount restriction, but
fortunately he discovered a new
cenote exit a short distance away.
Source: Sac Actun Exploration Team
Report, April 2003–January 2005.
The map is by Jim Coke.

On December 9, 2004, two certi-
fied cave divers drowned at Cen-
ote Calimba, part of the Sac Actun
cave system. Nine divers entered
the cave in two groups, the second
of which was to follow markers and
jump lines installed by the first
group, which included the guide.
The second group turned back be-
fore following the entire route of
the first group, as planned, but
made a navigational error on the
way out that took them a long way
toward another cenote, where they

apparently missed a chance to exit
safely. When the first group re-
turned to Calimba, they did not find
the second party there. Two mem-
bers of the second group arrived
with tanks nearly empty. When the
remaining two divers did not
emerge, the guide and two other
members of the first team went in
and found them with empty tanks
about 80 meters from the entrance.
The cause of the accident is not
known for sure, but the dive plan
may have been too elaborate for the
skill level of the members of the sec-
ond group, or they may have been
distracted by photography. Long
posts on the accident by, respec-
tively, Steve Bogaerts and Steve
Gerrard, are at thedecostop.com/
forums/showthread.php?t=11452
and t=11632.

On June 13, 2004, the island of
Cozumel had a very heavy rain, and
a story of water fountaining from a
cenote reached cave-diver Diego
Romo. In July, warned by locals of
crocodiles, he entered the cenote,
which proved to lead to an under-

water cave. Sistema Cocodrilo now
has more than 1000 meters of line
in it, and stage-tank diving is re-
quired for further exploration.
Crocodile skeletons, Maya pottery,
and speleothems are in the cave,
which has an average water depth
of 11 meters and a maximum of 20
meters so far. Source: Diego Romo
C., in Underwater Speleology, Sep-
tember 2004.

The winter 2004 issue of Quest
magazine contains a short article
“Coastal Cave Exploration in
Quintana Roo,” by Fred Devos and
Chris Le Maillot. Illustrated with a
number of photographs, it briefly
describes the history of the explo-
ration of several of the major sys-
tems there. Source: Fred Devos.

The Yucatán 2005 expedition,
sponsored by the Fédération Fran-
çaise de Spéléologie, took place
February 4–22, 2005, with Philippe
Brunet, Christophe Depin, Bernard
Glon, Bruno Delprat, and expatri-
ate Bernard Tomachot from Merida
for two weekends, accompanied by
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