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CAVES OF ATOYAC, VERACRUZ

Ricardo Arias Fernández

The municipio of Atoyac is lo-
cated in the Sierra de Atoyac,

central Veracruz. Atoyac is on
INEGI topographic map E14 B57, at
18°54′32″N, 02°21′47″E (relative to
Mexico City), elevation 461 meters.
There are many small communities
in the area, which is warm, with an
average annual temperature of
26°C, and dry, except during the
wet season. Heavy rains occur in
June and September, with total an-
nual rainfall 3.2 meters. Soils in the
area are clayey, acidic, and poor in
nutrients. Because water for the
communities is distant and expen-
sive to transport, especially during
the dry season, presidente Lic.
Fernando Pimentel Ugarte asked
the Sección de Espeleología of the
Asociación de Excursionismo y
Montañismo at the Instituto Poli-
técnico Nacional to investigate
caves in the area to see if a deep,
permanent source of potable water
could be found.

During two months of expedi-
tions to the area in 1999 led by
Carlos Aguila Aznar, thirty caves
were found and explored. Unfortu-
nately, none of the caves was deep
enough to reach a water table, and
only seasonal water sources were
found.

Adapted from a report by the cav-
ing group at IPN. Thanks to Oscar
Berrones for translating the report
for the AMCS.

1. Sótano del Potrero, property of Sr. Erastos Hernández, lo-
cated near the village of Progreso, municipio of Atoyac,
Veracruz. Depth 35 meters, drop of 15 meters. 2. Cueva del
Aguaje, La Aurora, municipio of Atoyac, Veracruz. Length 300
meters, depth 30 meters. Water is pumped from this cave to
supply the community of La Aurora.
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Depth 35 m, drop of 15 m.


