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and then finishing the known part
of San Francisco, Aaron, Peter, and
Terri went to the adjacent sink to
map Cueva del Cafetal. Below the
climbdown it continues both up-
stream and downstream, though
the stream was dry. In the down-
stream direction it soon pinches at
a stal choke with good airflow that
wouldn’t be too hard to open up.
The lead appears to be heading to-
ward Resumidero de San Francisco.
The upstream passage leads to an
ascending canyon passage that was
abandoned with two going leads.
To date, Cafetal has 104 meters of
surveyed length. Both San Francisco
and Cafetal are great leads. Hope-
fully, they will be explored and
completely surveyed in the future.
—Peter Sprouse

The Cueva Posada de la Paz No.
3 was first shown to cavers in

the spring of 2002, when Ramón
Espinasa and Vicente Loreto first
explored three pitches, mainly

through boulders, to the top of a
narrow rift. On a return trip the rift
was descended, and Vicente push-
ed on through some very tight pas-
sage to squeeze out into a borehole-
size opening that was blowing air
into the passage above. Lacking fur-
ther rope and another caver, the lead
was left until the 2002 Mexpeleo.

The cave is located in the bottom
of a 100-meter-wide doline about
100 meters east of the road and the
east end of the Posada de la Paz. Its
name is due to its proximity to the
ranch and the likelihood that it will
connect to two pits that are within
its grounds. Depending on how the
irrigation ditches are set up, it is
either dry or quite wet with a small
stream. Conditions were quite wet
when Chris Lloyd arrived with a
team of four others during Mex-
peleo to continue the exploration
and begin the survey. Vicente re-
turned to be our route-finder,
probe, and dam engineer and
brought along Victor Hugo from

Guadalajara and Susana Salazar
and Sergio Gómez from Spain.

The first pitch is about 5 meters
deep and lands in a small chamber
some 5 meters across. When the
waterfall is flowing, the drop can
be done out of the water by rigging
off a Y-hang. Various ways on appear,
but all choke out in the boulders,
except for a very obscure narrow
hole back under the rope drop. This
second drop can be rigged with the
continuation of the entrance rope
and drops a further 4 meters into
another 5-meter-diameter chamber.
A crawlway out of this chamber
leads to a larger room that slopes
down to the top of a 2-meter water-
fall that can be downclimbed on the
left side going in. Here one finally
gets the impression that one wall is
solid rock and not just a boulder
pile.

Back under the waterfall, another
chamber slopes downward until
one is forced against the wall next
to a large rock. Squeezing down
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