
Sótano del Nopal Grande
Mpo. Valles

San Luis Potosí
AMCS Activities Newsletter 27, p. 23, 2004

AMCS ACTIVITIES NEWSLETTER NUMBER 27

passage leads under a 10-meter
headwall, soon reaching the top of
a pit, which drops down through
an opening in flowstone and then
vertically 15 meters to a tilted mass
of flowstone across the bottom of
the pit. The passage at the bottom
was once large, but is now mostly
plugged with flowstone. After
about 30 meters, there is a second
pit, only 22 meters deep but requir-
ing a 35-meter rope. At the bottom
of this pit is another mass of eroded
flowstone. Behind the flowstone, a
window leads to a 5-meter drop
to a climbdown, where the cave
definitely ends in a small pool.
Throughout the cave there is exten-
sive eroded flowstone, evidence of
a change from a period of deposition

cave on January 1, 1986. Source:
Death Coral Caver 13, 2003.

Cueva de El Violín, La Canoa,
Tamaulipas. Length 169 meters,
depth 5 meters. UTM coordinates
454621E, 2648300N. This cave is lo-
cated 3300 meters east-southeast of
Conrado Castillo. It is located on a
ledge in a massive cliff at 1160
meters elevation. In the wet season
a stream flows out of the entrance
and cascades off the ledge to the
bottom of Cañón la Cueva. There
are many pools throughout the
cave, and five sumps. There is an
upper level near the entrance that
ends in a sump. The dry cave pas-
sages are floored by bedrock and
flowstone. About 60 meters into the
cave are three sumps clustered to-
gether south of the main passage.
The cave was surveyed to a length
of 162 meters and explored south-
east another 90 meters to a fifth
sump. This is a very promising cave
that probably leads into a major
cave system located parallel to and
between Sistema Purificación and
the caves of the Río Corona drain-
age. It should be revisited during
the driest season, when the sumps
may be open.

The existence of Cueva de El
Violín was inferred during an air-
plane flight by the Oztotl Flying
Club in September 1989, when a
waterfall was spotted coming off a
ledge in the wall of Cañón la Cueva,
below the meadow known as El
Violin. A group of cavers bush-
whacked to a point where the cliff
could be rigged from above on No-
vember 27, 1991. Peter Sprouse
made a 150-meter rappel to the
forested ledge and located the en-
trance. Since a short rappel was re-
quired to reach it from the ledge,
he had to cut a short piece off of the
main rope. He then radioed for John
Fogarty to come down, and they
explored and mapped the cave. The
long climb back up the cliff in the
dark afforded views of the city
lights of Santa Engracia. Source:
Death Coral Caver 13, 2003.

The Death Coral Caver, source of
some of the material in this “Mexico
News,” is the annual magazine of
Proyecto Espeleológico Purificación.

to a time of erosion. Cueva Oscura
was found on October 18, 1985, by
Mark Minton and Nancy Weaver,
who explored the first drop. They
and William Russell surveyed the
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