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Speleological Association’s Labor
Day projects at the cave. Source:
http://www.mexplore.com.mx/
trips02.asp.

The seventh annual Bustamante
project at Gruta del Palmito took
place over the Labor Day weekend
in 2003. (See AMCS Activities News-
letter 26 for an article on past
projects.) The road from town to the
bottom of the mountain was being

paved, causing some delay and
detours. Much work was done
smoothing the trail from the upper
parking lot to the cave, and a hand-
rail was installed down to the en-
trance gate. As usual, there was
graffiti removal and work on signs
and lighting inside the cave. A spe-
cial sightseeing trip to Minas
Golondrinas was arranged for Sun-
day. Registration for the project,
which is sponsored by the Texas

Speleological Association, was 144,
of whom 111 entered the cave.
Source: Susan Souby in the Texas
Caver, October 2003.

Sumidero Anaconda is located
3600 meters south-southeast of
Garza, at an elevation of 1730
meters, UTM (NAD27) 431860E
2656140N. It lies a few hundred
meters north of Cañón el Infierno
in a drainage that used to feed into
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the canyon. Now the drainage is all
swallowed by the 13-meter-wide
cave entrance, which lies under a
20-meter-tall headwall. From the
entrance, the cave slopes down
through a narrow, winding, snake-
like passage (hence the name) punc-
tuated by pools, most of which can
be negotiated without getting wet
above the knee. After 150 meters,
the first drop of the Zebra Drop se-
ries is encountered. This 60-meter

descent features fractures filled
with white calcite zigzagging across
the dark limestone. At the bottom
of this, a large passage lowers after
25 meters to the Rabbit Wash, an
unavoidable duck-under through a
waterfall. Then a series of short
climbs into pools leads to Bunny
Falls, a 25-meter pitch. A long
stretch of horizontal passage called
Giraffic Park follows, only a few
meters wide but with a ceiling that

twists up out of sight. A stream
flows actively through this section,
which after more than 500 meters
reaches the final drop, Panther Pit.
The cave pinches out in small flow-
stone holes with no airflow.

Sumidero Anaconda was discov-
ered on December 22, 1998, by a
group of cavers checking stream
sinks along a shale contact. They
initially explored for 50 meters. The
next day John Fogarty, Bill Mixon,
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