that the plateau is named for, but
there were still no caves to be seen,
just as the man had said. At this
point we figured we had better hike
back down in order to get to our
campsite at Maruata by sundown.
The local man did, however, say he
knew about a cave farther to the
northeast from the point we reached, another two hours’ hike (which
would probably translate into at
least three hours for us non-locals).
Anyone attempting to reach that
cave should probably carry bivvy
gear and plan to spend the night.
More recent investigations, in
2003, have identified three limestone plateaus with dolines marked
on the topos in Michoacán near its
border with Colima and within 5
kilometers of the beach. One is at
300 meters elevation, the second is
at 600 meters, and the third at 1100
meters. None of them has road access. Hiking access to the 600-meter
one has been located, and a local living partway up it confirms that
there are caves up there. This is the
same hill where John Pint and fellow Zotz cavers located a small cave
just uphill from the highway many
years ago. Now we just need to get
up on the top to see what is there.
Source: Chris Lloyd.

NUEVO LEÓN
Minas Viejas, in the mountains
across the highway from Bustamante, is the site of Pozo de Montemayor, which has two long drops
and numerous shorter ones leading
to a depth of 483 meters. See articles
on the cave in AMCS Activities
Newsletter numbers 18 and 19 and
the map in “Mexico News” in number 25. There are also numerous old
mines that intersect natural cavities.
The ranch is now being operated as
an attraction, and the web site features rappelling, though apparently
mostly on surface cliffs. However,
one photograph was taken in
Montemayor. Source: http://www
.realdeminasviejas.com.mx.
Mexplore, an adventure tourism
outfit, is offering a three-day tour
of Bustamante, including a day in
Gruta del Palmito. Price is $1190.
That’s dollars, not pesos. It’s a whole
lot cheaper to attend the Texas
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