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Figure 4. Map of Cueva del Nacimiento del Rı́o Frı́o.

past, suitable habitat. Invertebrates collected at many
of these sites will be reported upon elsewhere. This list
is provided so that readers might fully understand the
extent of our explorations and for the benefit of future
researchers. We fully expect that blindcats may one day
be found at least in some of these.

Cueva de la Espantosa

This is a 1–2 m diameter, silt floored spring cave car-
rying a small stream. It can be followed for about 30 m
until reaching a sump. Though no blindcats have been
seen, this site warrants a dive to check the submerged
passage beyond the sump. This is possibly a new south-
ernmost locality for the troglobitic cirolanid isopod,
Cirolanides texensis (Iliffe & Botosaneanu personal
communication).

Cueva del Nacimiento San Rafael de los Castro

In the sierra immediately above Nacimiento San Rafael
de los Castro, within a couple hundred meters of the
spring, a natural bridge spans a 15 m vertical drop to the
bottom of a large open-air pit floored with an impressive
layer of small mammal, reptile, and bird bones. Cave
passage can be followed for approximately 100 m to a
breakdown terminus. No suitable fish habitat was seen.

Cueva el Venado

A cave with a 1.5 m entrance from which water flows.
About 5 m into the cave the passage ends and the water
can be seen issuing from an un-enterable hole near the
ceiling.

Cuatro Ciénegas area

Rumors among locals of blindcats in some of the
springs of the Cuatro Ciénegas basin, and stygo-
bitic organisms, including four species of isopods,
two amphipods and four snails known from cave-like
microhabitats of this basin (Reddell 1981, Cole 1984,
Hershler 1984), make it seem likely to harbor blind-
cats. Our dives at the only sites with accessible pas-
sages, however, yielded no troglobites. Mojarral East
(Minckley 1969) is a body-sized spring outlet in about
7 m of water that can be entered only about 3 m before
becoming too constrained for divers. Mojarral West
(Minckley 1969, now locally known as Poza Azul) has
a 1.5 m diameter siphon in about 7 m of pooled water
which a diver descended 5–10 m, but extremely strong
currents make this site too dangerous to enter farther.
The most promising site in the basin that we have dis-
covered so far is locally known as La Campana. A pool
of water lies about 9 m below a cenote-like, belled-out


