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Figure 3. Map of Sótano de Amezcua.

population densities, and thus probably very limited
food for blindcats.

Downstream: Between the entrance chamber and the
downstream sump, the stream is typically very shallow
(0.01–0.1 m) with riffles. Substrates include calcite,
gravel and cobbles of various sizes. Sometimes flows
drop into the gravel such that BBB Lake is entirely dry,
while other times this low-ceiling section of passage
is nearly or entirely submerged. A single blindcat was
seen twice in this section, in a small pool in the upper
canyon passage. It is in the canyon passage that most
of the aquatic invertebrates were collected. Our explo-
rations end at the downstream sump pool, which is silt
and gravel bottomed, with a surface of about 5×2.5
and 2 m deep. Blindcats have been seen here on every
visit, often swimming under calcite rafts floating on

the surface of the heavily mineralized water, though at
times these rafts are absent.

Prietella lundbergi localities

Manantial de San Rafael de los Castro

This cave spring is formed in middle Cretaceous
dolomitic limestone of the El Abra formation. The
entrance is a 2 m by 5 m opening bisected by a nat-
ural bridge. A 4 m drop leads to water, where a pump
has been recently installed. The submerged entrance
cave area is wide and maze-like, including some pits
dropping to 16 m below water surface and at least two
air-filled rooms. Beyond this area, a narrow slot can be


