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Yair Ozubel in the parking lot
entrance to Valet. Fred Devos.

pace. I’m not certain who was more
startled when my fifty-watt light
picked up the silvery scales of a
twenty-pound tarpon. Seeing a
large fish is not anticipated during
a cave dive, and I’m sure that evo-
lution had not prepared the tarpon
for a close encounter with a cave
diver. Knocking the light from my
hand, the fish bounced heavily off my
shoulder before finding a way past.

Catching my breath, I continued
northwest, spilling line in ever-
widening passage. Limits on air
turned the dive, and I had to leave
further discoveries for the future.
Surveying out, I envisioned the pos-
sibilities. The immense Sistema Dos
Ojos had downstream lines head-
ing in this direction, and slightly to
the west lay Sistema Nohoch Nah
Chich, at the time the world’s long-
est underwater cave. During the
previous ten years, divers from all
over the world had attempted to
connect these two huge systems,
and now I was pushing my way di-
rectly between them. It was not
difficult to muster the motivation to
return.

Kate Lewis and Daniel Riordan
each joined me for a dive, and by
July we had managed to discover
over 3300 meters of passage. The
farther upstream we went, the
larger the passage seemed to be,
with some bedding-plane ceilings
stretching unsupported 50 meters
in every direction. Cars and trucks
on Highway 307 pass some 12
meters above.

On July 19, I hauled three tanks
to the water and, with side mount-
ing, proceeded to push through
downstream restrictions. Larger
passage lured me on, but I periodi-
cally paused to make sure I would
be able to swim out against the
mounting current. Before the dive,
I had loaded my reel with almost
500 meters of line, and soon the line
remaining would take me only a
few more meters. But luck was with
me, as coconut shells on the floor
and a dim light in the distance fore-
shadowed a surprise. It wasn’t un-
til my head broke the surface that I
understood where I was. Dos Pies

was only the second Mexican un-
derwater cave known to have a
divable connection to the sea.

Dos Pies now holds 3500 meters
of exploration line, connecting six
entrances. Most passages lack for-
mations, and although the average
size is large, several restrictions
limit back-mount divers. A significant
flow comes from sources farther
inland, but a connection to Dos Ojos
or Nohoch Nah Chich remains a
dream.—Fred Devos

We knew from their big smiles
on the rainy November 1998

day that Daniel Riordan and Bernd

Birnbach had just kicked ass. It had
taken them slightly more than two
hours to add 500 meters of line to
the 90 meters already there from a
previous French-Portuguese expe-
dition. Sistema Minotauro, as it is
now known, is located 5 kilometers
south of Puerto Aventuras on the
land of Don Inocencio. It is nestled
between Sistema Taj Mahal to the
south and Sistema Actun Koh to the
north.

The following day, Bernie, Kate
Lewis, and I bounced along the
rough road in hopes of further ex-
ploration. The steep collapse en-
trance and an unfinished ladder

131


