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rent. Back on the correct side of the
hole, he donned the rebreather, and
other side passages were looked for.
A possible shaft upward was noted
on the return, but the rebreather then
flooded, requiring the diver to use
his open-circuit side-mounted bail-
out tanks. Dive time 2 hours.

Stanton surveyed all the un-
charted passage.

February 27. Mallinson ascended
the possible shaft noted on the pre-
vious dive to an airbell that is a dead
end. A further upward passage in the
deeper section was ascended, but
this pinched out after 10 meters in a
silt-out. A side passage was noted
farther towards the terminal boulder
choke. This was left for a later dive
due to the decompression require-
ments already accumulated.

March 1. This dive was aborted
200 meters into the sump when
Mallinson realized the Sofnolime in
the rebreather was spent and unus-
able. Open-circuit bailout was used
to regain the surface.

March 3. Stanton attempted to
push the lead found on the last dive.
Technical difficulties with his re-
breather curtailed the dive.

March 4. After removing his
rebreather, Mallinson followed a
small tunnel emitting a strong cur-
rent for 20 meters along a low pas-
sage with fallen (and falling) slabs
to an obstruction caused by a larger
slab. The passage could be seen to
continue beyond, so an attempt at
moving the slabs was made. After 10
minutes digging, the diver had to
return to the rebreather and then to
base. Dive time 2.5 hours.

March 5. The slabs at the end
point were again attacked by Mallin-
son, and after a further 15 minutes
excavation, a way through was
made. The tunnel enlarged slightly,
but after 5 meters more, the current
could be seen coming from a very
tight spot. This was the last dive in
this cave for this expedition.

—Rick Stanton and Jason Mallinson

teammate Soriano ultimately named
Mina de Salchichas, the Hot Dog
Mine.

Salchichas was full of surprises,
including extensive archaeological
remains and stepped terraces along
the tunnel wall that almost certainly
host burial sites, probably dating
back 1500 years. The extensive con-
struction and large artifacts are even
more impressive considering that it
has a pit entrance with several
drops. The second drop ends in
waist-deep bat guano and, of course,
thousands of bats. The guano slope
trailed off for nearly a hundred
meters into a heavily decorated
Carlsbad-like chamber and contin-
ued below to a borehole measuring
8 meters in diameter. Initially, we
hoped that this might be a tunnel

parallel to Cueva de la Mano, but
survey stations were found in this
passage. Fortunately a recoverable
station was found near the junction
of the Mina de Salchichas and the
main passage, so that our survey
was easy to connect to the old sur-
vey data. We were grateful for the
careful work of previous expedi-
tions to mark survey points. This
passage joins the rest of the cave at
the main junction in Mano where
the air disappears. So the mystery
of the airflow had been solved: the
high entrance at Mina de Salchichas
provides a driving force for the
wind due to its significantly
higher elevation. It is also the main
entrance for the significant bat
population in the cave, easily sev-
eral thousand. It is worth a note of
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