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ahead of him, until the bedding
plane lowered again. Hopefully,
this is not the only connection from
the resurgence area to Cheve and
Charco.

While Mallinson and Stanton
pushed dive leads, the rest of the
crew looked for dry leads, pushed
climbing leads, and went ridge-
walking. By wading around the
head of the southern sump, we
could reach a small crawlway that
led to the southernmost dry pas-
sages. This crawl leads to a decent-
sized room, but all the passages
beyond this room are fairly small
and unpleasant. Horne and Shade
visited this section to look at poten-
tial climbing leads that Nancy
Pistole had kindly marked on old
survey notes. They did not find
some of them, found several that
were not marked, and were non-
plussed, finally settling on a differ-
ent lead entirely. This area backs up
during high water, so the walls are
coated with damp brown mud.
However, we felt that we could see
a bit of white limestone high in the
room and estimated the dome to be
at least 20 or 30 meters high. We
pushed this lead for a month. Shade
and Stone led the first series of
pitches up the big shaft to a com-
plex intersection at a point 40
meters vertically above the sump.
Close to the floor, the wall was lay-
ered mud and soft flowstone. This
hard-to-protect combination gave
way to sharp, horizontal marble
fins. Forty meters up, we were re-
lieved to reach a big ledge with sev-
eral horizontal leads. One passage
went through a very well decorated
section named the Rat Palace. Most
of the passages at or above this
ledge were well decorated with
both calcite and aragonite forma-
tions. In all, 436 meters of new hori-
zontal tunnels were mapped in this
area, including a spectacularly
beautiful gallery completely lined
with pristine dogtooth spar.

Gala, Biernaka, and Soriano now
joined the climbing teams in this
area. A total of eight pitches were
scaled in different directions from
the junction ledge. The highest
point was reached four pitches
above the ledge, 99 meters vertically
above the sump. All of these climbs

ended where large boulders wedged
into fractures in the ceiling blocked
farther progress. Apparently we
had climbed up into a fracture zone,
perhaps beneath the base of an
enormous room. Although air
flowed up into several of the ceil-
ing leads, none of them could be
pursued safely, at least not from
below while on rope. This break-
down appears to be both vertically
and horizontally extensive.

One mystery of Cueva de laMano
was resolved this year. The en-
trance, located about 20 meters
above the active spring, usually has
a strong wind blowing either in or
out, suggesting the presence of a
large cave system with a higher en-
trance. However, the air is not
strong enough or cold enough to
signal a direct connection with
Cueva Cheve. Furthermore, beyond
a large junction located 300 meters
from the entrance, the wind dies,
and the remaining 925 meters of
travel to the southern sump are

humid and stagnant. During our
month-long stay at Mano base-
camp, we were visited several times
by villagers from the small town of
Santa Ana Cuatemoc, on the south
side of the canyon. They made these
trips despite a four-hour trek on
horseback through stiflingly hot
jungle. Although we had obtained
official permission, these parties
were nonetheless armed, usually
with rifles and shotguns, and con-
frontational at first. We laid out the
map we had been working on and
offered tours of the cave. Ulti-
mately, two groups entered the
cave, the second one taking a four-
hour trip with us to the sump.
Suspicion waned as their under-
standing improved. Soon, they in-
formed us that some 140 meters
vertically up the mountain toward
Santa Ana, one of their hunting
dogs had come across a shaft lead-
ing down into the canyon wall.
Rapid negotiations followed. They
guided us to the pit, which our
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