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scrambled through some muddy
breakdown for 80 meters to check
ahead. It was narrow, blocky can-
yon, but it had good airflow and
was located almost directly below
the terminal breakdown in the bore-
hole. Of course, right at the end of
the expedition . . . .

Returning through the new pas-
sage, Stan took a 3-meter fall that
scared them a bit, but Stan was only
bruised, luckily. Then near the ramp
up out of the Labyrinth they paused
to take some pictures. The equip-
ment box exploded when Karlin

opened it, burning his hand rather
severely. Stan had put used carbide
inside.

The next morning they slowly
headed out, derigging and stashing
the ropes in the wet series as they
went. The zone between –550 and
–950 meters becomes an impassible
maelstrom in high water, as was
experienced in 1992, when a group
was stranded for fifty hours in
Camp 1. While jumaring up the 19-
meter pit at –580 meters, Karlin
heard a roar and stopped to listen.
“It took me some five seconds to

realize a flood was coming. I looked
up at the small passage above me
and started hauling ass. At the same
time I screamed to the others, who
were in the horizontal passage be-
low, ‘Flood!’ Just as I did, the shaft
below me filled with thundering
water. I couldn’t imagine what had
hit the others, but after twenty min-
utes I saw Arniko’s helmet coming
up through the waterfall. Shortly
after came Stan. Both were high on
adrenaline and soaked to the bone.”

They had one more waterfall
pitch to climb before losing the
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