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higher hills and ridges vegetated by
pine and cypress forests. SERBO said
that the Cerro Rabón has the larg-
est tract of primary cypress forest
in Mexico, or did have . . . .

By winter 1999, enough enthusi-
asm had returned that a trip

was planned for March 2000. Rather
quickly, fourteen participants were
gathered: Nathalie Gumy, Laurent
Déchanez, Jean-Marc Jutzet, Arniko
Böke, Karlin Meyers, Stan Allison,
Gosia Allison, Svanke Vogel, Herve
Krummenacher, Peter Haberland,
John Bradley, David Cole, Page
Ashwell, and Martin Bochud. There
were enough people to run two
deep camps simultaneously. The
chief goals were to try to finish the
deep region in So On Jan and to
push the deep labyrinth in the
Kijahe. The quests for permission
went very well in Oaxaca City and
also Tenango, but the new PRD
people in the agente’s office in San
Martín were not pleased with their
presence, and granting of permis-
sion was put off until the agente
arrived back from Mexico City at
the end of the week. While the lo-
cals were for the most part very
helpful and friendly, they felt a bit
uneasy about this new develop-
ment and sensed trouble. They
were nevertheless allowed to begin
the expedition, presumably due to
their letter of permission from the
presidente in Tenango, who was the
father of the acting agente in San
Martín. It was a bit difficult to plan
exploration while fearing they
might have to leave in less than a
week, but local friends assured
them that things would be okay,
despite the fact that the office was
for the moment in the hands of
some hotheads. It turned out that
the agente did not return until the
end of the following week.

The gear stored in numerous
places was all in good shape, and
they did some shakedown trips into
the main system, but nothing deep,
initially. Stan, Gosia, and Karlin de-
scended to –450 meters in So On Jan
to a lead in the Staubsauger shaft
that had been noticed by Thomas.
After only 35 meters, it looped back
under the pit and ended in break-
down and disappointment. They

returned to the base of the
30-meter pit just below
P209, where Karlin discov-
ered a small, going stream-
way just meters away from
the end of the rope. After a
quick look down 30 meters
of small meander, they de-
cided the lead was worth
another trip. The next day,
Stan, Jean-Marc, and Karlin
returned, and they de-
scended 45 meters of pits
followed by 75 meters of
nice clean meander. Still fol-
lowing good air and water,
they began the next pit se-
ries, but soon ran out of
rope. Arniko, Stan, and
Gosia returned enthusiasti-
cally the next day loaded
with rigging gear and 300
meters of rope, ready to go
deep. They descended the
next pit, 16 meters deep,
into a narrowing meander.
Doubting that it would go,
they sent Stan ahead for a
quick look. He found an 8-
meter drop to a 30-meter
water crawl, and then a 10-
meter pit and 60 meters of
meander left him at the top
of yet another pit, where he
stopped. Though the air and
water went on, they decided
one would have to be des-
perate to continue, so they
left it for now.

Another lead-checking trip
into So On Jan was made by
Karlin and Page. They de-
scended to the –550-meter
level in the canyon beyond
the Electrolux borehole. The
first lead was a nice horizon-
tal gallery, but the floor was
soon covered with gypsum
needles and flowers, and
they turned around. The
next lead was a breezy hole
in the floor of the canyon,
where they surveyed nu-
merous small galleries and
loops before descending the
main drop. Page rigged into
a wet shaft with lots of sharp
blades of rock. A dicey redi-
rection gave way, swinging
Page into the wall, where he
received a bloody head
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