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group to Actun Kaua, and two
teams surveyed within this loop.
One systematically surveyed maze
loops at its west end, and the other
cut a west-to-east route through the
middle of the maze and did some
spray shots in the larger areas. To-
gether they surveyed about 750
meters.

From December 23, 2001, to Janu-
ary 11, 2002, David McKenzie led
another group to the cave with the
primary objective to complete fill-
ing in the maze within that North
Maze loop. He was accompanied
for two to three weeks by Allan
Cobb, Orion Knox, Linda Palit, and
George Veni. James Reddell and
Marcelino Reyes were present dur-
ing much of that time, but focused
on checking leads elsewhere in the
area and found several interesting
caves.

It turned out that the North Maze
loop encompasses the most compli-
cated part of the cave surveyed to
date. Much of the passage is less
than a meter high, and survey shots
were often less than 3 meters long.
Each night the survey data were
entered into Walls, and any errors
or questionable sections of survey
were checked in the cave and cor-
rected the next day to produce a
high-precision survey. Because of
the nature of the passages and qual-
ity sought for the survey, consider-
able time and effort were needed in
this area, which is only 100 meters
long by 30 to 80 meters wide. On
average, a typical eight-hour survey
day yielded 150 to 200 meters of
passage within areas that are only
30 to 40 meters long by 10 to 15
meters wide. By the end of trip, this
part of the North Maze was com-
plete, except for one small section,
and was found to contain 2.5 kilo-
meters of passages and 181 loops.

In addition to the cave surveys,
3.3 kilometers of surface surveys
were done, tying the cave to two
cenotes and five wells. Both cenotes
in town are said to lead to caves,
with one supposedly connecting to
Actun Kaua. Cenote Ya’ax-Ek is
within a city park and has a trail
leading down to a 7-meter-long
cave to water. Cenote Chuycab re-
quired a 14-meter rappel to water,
but no air-filled passages were

found, although some possible un-
derwater passages were seen.

Three of the five wells intersect
Actun Kaua, and the other two were
rumored to intersect it. One of those
two was descended, and no connec-
tion was found; the other well prob-
ably does not intersect the cave,
based on the map. The wells are all
about 1 meter in diameter and are
located next to homes. Villagers re-
ported that lost locals and gringos
exploring the labyrinth have found
some of the wells inside the cave
and yelled until someone on the
surface heard them and pulled
them up with a rope.

Plans to return to Kaua are in
progress. Objectives will be to fur-
ther define the outer boundaries of
the complex and then fill in the

multitudes of loops that occur in
between. Actun Kaua currently has
a surveyed length of 9.4 kilometers,
a depth of 25.8 meters, and 453 sur-
veyed loops. Source: George Veni.

The archaeological site Dzibil-
chaltun is located about 3 kilome-
ters north of Mérida. Michael and
Sherry Garman, Alex Warren, Jitka
Hyniova, and Jakub Rohacek have
surveyed the underwater cave at
Cenote Xlacah there for a distance
of about 900 meters. The water
depth is 63 meters at their farthest
point. Source: Michael Garman in
Advanced Diver Magazine 11, March
2002.

Cave divers conducted the
Yucatán 2001 project in two stages,
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