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de Los Lobos, they found a huge
swarm of bees. Source: Andy Harris
in Texas Caver, December 2001.

In 2000, cavers of the new Proyecto
Espeleológico Oxmolón began in-
vestigating caves in the vicinity of
La Brecha, near Aquismón. Their
trips and a number of caves are de-
scribed in a project report published
in January 2001. It includes maps of
Sótano del Cañón Barba, Sótano
de Chuchumbex, and Sótano Cerca
Talabja. Subsequent trips are de-
scribed in an article in this issue.

TABASCO
Among the caves in the Parque

Estatal de Agua Blanca in southern
Tabasco are Gruta de Murallón, an
archaeological site, and Ixtac-Ja,
partly improved for tourists. A
somewhat confusing article on the
area appears in the NSS News, Janu-
ary 2002.

TAMAULIPAS
In an expedition over New Years

2001, cavers visited three parts of
the Proyecto Espeleológico Purifi-
cación area. During the first week,
they explored and mapped 1716
meters of new passages in the Con-
fusion Tubes in Sistema Purifica-
ción, working from Camp I near the
Infiernillo entrance. See also Terri
Treacy’s article in this issue. During
the second week, they looked for
new entrances in the vicinity of
their fieldhouse in Conrado Castillo
and the high ridges above Revilla,
finding twenty pits, including Pozo
Diamante de Kirsten, 102 meters
deep, and Cueva Jardin, 113 meters.
Source: Pat Shaw and Dale Chase in
Death Coral Caver 11, 2001.

Additional pushes in Sótano de
Caracol, near Revilla, occurred over
December 2001 and March 2002.
(See InnerSpace Odyssey article in
this issue and “Mexico News,”
AMCS Activities Newsletter 22.) Ap-
proximately 400 meters of new cave
was found and surveyed, but the
water and air both disappear through
impassable cracks. The new length
is 1044 meters, and the depth is very
slightly over 300 meters. Source: Bill
Stone and Bev Shade.

YUCATÁN
Actun Kaua is located under the

town of Kaua, which is roughly
midway between Valladolid and
Chichen Itza. David McKenzie and
James Reddell began the survey of
the cave in 1974 and 1975 and
mapped about 6.8 kilometers of
maze. This complex cave served as
inspiration to McKenzie to develop
the Walls computer program for
cave-survey-data processing and
plotting. It can statistically examine
survey data and determine where
blunders and systematic errors are
most likely to be present in a survey,
and thus also identify the areas of a
survey that are effectively error-
free.

The cave is divided into a South
Maze area, which is completely sur-
veyed, and a North Maze. In trying
to delineate the outer extent of the
maze, McKenzie and Reddell ex-
tended two survey branches out
from the North Maze. One led
about 200 meters west into what is
called the West Maze, which con-
tains dozens of branching passages.
The other survey extended north
from the northeast end of the North
Maze, further delimiting the eastern
edge of the cave, then cut southwest
through a maze area to connect to
where the North and West mazes
join. This survey formed a loop that
encompassed what appeared to be
a complicated portion of the cave.

In 1994, Peter Sprouse led a
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