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Plan and profile view is projected 40 degrees from true north.
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W - | - \ | | ) — Cueva de Villa Luz (a.k.a. Cueva de las Sardinas) is a stream cave with over

T 20 © ”%“L : ey g —IC - a dozen H2S-rich springs rising from the floor. Oxidation of the H2S in the
]:t — T S w;q: e —— i ' [ Joins Main stream results in abundant, suspended elemental sulfure in the stream, which
—— T | S ’_L S |:F - | Profile @v | T 4*‘\ —T Stream Passage is white and nearly opaque. A robust and diverse ecosystem thrives within the

| | | | | | | I T 1 T i cave. Abundant, chemoautotrophic microbial colonies are ubiquitous and

apparently act as the primary producers to the cave’s ecosystem. Microbial
veils (snottites) resembling soda straw stalactites, draperies, and “u-loops”
suspended from the ceiling and walls of the cave produce drops of sulfuric acid.
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