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through the water-filled passages
upsteam and downstream. To in-
vestigate the genetic background of
the usual population of sighted fish
in the cave, scientists did some
DNA fingerprinting of both kinds
of fish in the cave and some samples
from other cave and surface sites,
including one at Micos in San Luis
Potosí. They report that the eyed
population in Caballo Moro is
closer genetically to the blind fish
in the vicinity than to surface popu-
lations and that in fact the genetic
distance between the two forms of
Caballo Moro fish is less than the
distance between either of those
forms and any other sample. Still,
the distance between the two Ca-
ballo Moro populations is greater
than the average distances within
either the eyed or the eyeless
samples collected there. Taken to-
gether, these finding suggest, al-
though the authors say more data
are needed, that sight in the forms
in Caballo Moro have re-evolved

from the eyeless forms there. Sources:
Peter Sprouse; Luis Espinasa and
Richard Borowsky, Journal of Cave
and Karst Studies, volume 62 num-
ber 3, 180–183, 2000.

VERACRUZ
Cavers from the Oztotl Flying

Club were taken to a cave west of
the port of Veracruz by cavers of
CEMAC-Veracruz in February
2001. Cueva del Cabrito, located
near Las Palmas, opened into a hill
at the foot of the mountains, and
quickly led to a flowing stream con-
tained Rhamdia catfish. The cave
was mapped for 100 meters, but it
goes much farther, according to
the CEMAC cavers. Source: Peter
Sprouse.

At Tampico Alto, a new karst
area was looked at briefly by Peter
Sprouse and Terri Whitfield. A
crawlway cave is bisected by the
main highway, but the west side
was filled with vampire bats and

strong ammonia, so it couldn’t be
explored even though it appeared
to go. On the east side it got too low
after 5 meters. Source: Peter Sprouse.

YUCATÁN
On July 13, 2000, an experienced

cave diver was exploring Cenote
Sabak Ha with a fellow cave diver.
The planned dive was fifteen min-
utes to a depth of 55 meters. Oxygen
cylinders for decompression were
left at 6 meters, and the divers con-
tinued on compressed air to 45
meters, where they switched to bot-
tom mix, trimix 21/20. After five
minutes at maximum depth, the
victim signaled to begin the ascent.
The divers ascended to 45 meters,
switched back to air, and continued.
At 42 meters the victim was ob-
served to have difficultly breathing
from his regulator. He switched
regulators, but still appeared to be
having difficulty breathing. The
buddy tested the second regulator
by depressing the purge button; it
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